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WHEN Doctors DirFER WHO SHALL DECIDE? 


But the fact is, doctors do zo¢ differ in their opinions 
of Pears’ Soap. Sir Erasmus Wilson, F.R.S., late 
President of the Royal college of Surgeons, England, 
the renowned Dermatologist, writes: «Nothing has an- 


swered so well, or proved so beneficial to the skin as Pears’ Soap.” 
and Dr. James Startin in his work upon the “Skin and 
Complexion,” writes: “There is however, ove soap, which has 


met with such warm commendation from writers that it should be 
mentioned here, as / can endorse all that has been written and said by 
the late Mr. Startin, Sir Erasmus Wilson and Dr. Tilbury Fox con- 
cerning it. It was through éAe?r instrumentality ‘that, on account 
of its purity Pears’ Soap was introduced into hospitals. It has 
obtained a world-wide reputation, and deservedly so.” 


Dr. Redwood, Ph. D., F.1.C., F.CS., late Professor of 
Chemistry and Pharmacy to the Pharmaceutical Soci- 
ety of Great Britain, SayS; “I have never come across an- 


other toilet soap which so closely realizes my ideal of perfection.” 


BEAUTY IS ONLY SKIN DEEP. 


All the more necessary then to attend to the skin, and 
keep it clear from impurities. Pears’ Soap ensures 
a proper performance of the functions of the skin, and 


keeps the complexion in its natural bloom. 


There are so many dangerous and even poisonous soaps in the market that a thorough- 
ly reliable article like PEARS’ SOAP, that accomplishes all that it is claimed for it, is a 
public boon. 
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THE PARABLE OF ‘‘ THE WISE AND FOOLISH VIRGINS” 


Str Frederick Leighton 
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In the search for that authority which seems indispensable to 
all religious thought, appeal is generally made among Christians 
to the Bible. Indeed, such an appeal may be 
CaiTicisM AND — regarded as universal. For, while it istrue that a large 
THE AUTHORITY 
or of Christians hold tradition to be of equal 
authority with the Scripture, and the deliverance of 
the pope, when acting in his official capacity and with reference 
to religious matters, to be infallible, even in these cases the 
supreme standard is the Bible, and if that be displaced from its 
authoritative position by criticism, all other authority is shattered. 
For most persons, also, it has been very difficult to separate 
the question of the authority of a teaching from that of its 
authenticity. It is, therefore, natural that the attitude of many 
earnest Christians toward criticism should be one of suspicion, 
if not hostility. Accepting the Bible as true on the basis of 
its authors, they look with apprehension at any questioning of 
the authenticity of its various books. Indeed, the heart of the 
opposition to criticism is precisely this—men fear that it is 
destroying the authority of Scripture. 


It is no reply to such a fear simply to deny absolutely the 

connection between authenticity and authority, and to plead that 

all truths are true irrespective of their promulgators. 

THE IMPORTANCE This is undeniable in the case of certain of them, 
OF THE QUESTION 

because tests are at hand by which they may be 

tried on their own merits. But the authentication of other truths 
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is wholly personal. Other things being equal, a decision of a 
doctor as regards a disease is more authoritative than that of a 
carpenter, just as the latter’s is of more authority in the case of a 
house. So the world has always accepted certain teachings 
of Jesus as authoritative, not because it could test them, but 
because he uttered them. If once their authenticity is disproved, 
their authority is lost. The same is to a less degree true of other 
men, notably of Paul, in whom a peculiar experience warrants 
certain teachings in a way that is not true of other men. 


The question is, therefore, a fair one: Are these fears justi- 
fiable? Is criticism of necessity a foe to the authority of Scrip- 
ture? It cannot be denied that in many cases its 
CairicisM 48 ‘first results are unsettling. But first results are not 
CORROBORATING od Th h | b 
Aureeanv always true criteria. ey themselves may be 
unjustifiable. A more careful consideration will 
show that in two particulars criticism is not, and cannot be, 
hostile to scriptural authority. 


1. On the one hand, criticism, so far from undermining, has 
actually corroborated the authority of the Bible. This is true at 
the very center of Christianity—the persons and teachings of 
Christ and Paul. Here, where more than in any other place 
authenticity lies below authority, criticism has largely remade 
the foundations of confidence. The historical character of Jesus, 
his personality, the authenticity of his teachings, his death and 
subsequent manifestations, the conversion of Paul, the authen- 
ticity of his most important letters—all these are far more 
credible today than a half century since, as the result of criti- 
cism. The same is equally true of prophets like Jeremiah, 
Hosea, and the real Isaiah. Indeed, criticism, by more accu- 
rately describing its relations with its times, has given altogether 
new significance and credibility to prophetic teaching. And if 
more credible, then more authoritative. 


2. On the other hand, criticism, in questioning or in disprov- 
ing the authenticity of certain books or parts of books, and in 
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separating books formerly regarded as homogeneous into con- 
stituent documents, may seem to have thereby lessened the 

authority of the Bible. Such is the case in so far as 
authority is wholly dependent upon authenticity. 
from Experi. But Some teachings are true wholly apart from those 
ENCE who present them. They have already been tested 

and always approved by experience. In some 
cases such experience is a man’s own. A truth is known 
to be truth, because, to use Coleridge’s phrase, it has ‘‘ found” 
aman. Ina wider fashion, also, as one watches the working of 
teachings among men in general, the fact that when once they 
are put into operation they are found to produce certain desir- 
able results is sufficient to lead one to make them authoritative 
for one’s self. Indeed, it is possible to apply this test of expe- 
rience to most of the teaching of the Old Testament, and thus 
to arrive at a conviction as to its applicability to modern life. 
Truths thus established can no more be shaken by the discovery 
that they were not uttered by the men whose names they bear 
than the law of gravitation would be affected should it appear 
that it was discovered by some other man than Newton. In 
fact, so far as such teachings are concerned, the question of the 
authorship of biblical books, considered in itself, is hardly more 
than a matter of archzology. 


But what, then, shall be said concerning those portions of the 
Scriptures whose authenticity has been affected by criticism, and 
which contain teaching which is of such a nature as not possibly 
to be tested by experience? Can they still be said to be authori- 
tative ? 

To this it may be replied that the case here is somewhat 
similar to that of teaching accepted upon the basis of its pro- 
pounder’s character. As the teacher gives authority to the 
teaching, so the recognition, either through one’s own experi- 
ence or through that of other men, of the truth of a teaching 
contained in a document whose author is unknown becomes the 
basis of a sort of induction that leads to the conviction that 
more of the document’s contents is true, Such a conviction 
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supplements that already reached and becomes a “ working 
hypothesis,” which is authoritative for action until larger light 
come. 


If all this is true, it cannot be said that criticism is necessarily 
in its effect hostile to the authority of Scripture. It does tend 
to bring into clearer relief that which the New Tes- 
Conclusion: — tament teaches, and which the church has always 
or Criricism eld, and more or less consistently applied, viz.: 
that all Scripture is not equally authoritative for 
men of today. It does tend to emphasize the necessity of 
experience in relation to the truth of the Bible, and its value 
as an evidence of the authority of the Bible. It does set in 
clearer light the supreme authority of Jesus. But in none of 
these things does it tend to destroy the authority of the Bible. 
On the contrary, impartial and reverent criticism tends, so far 
as it touches the matter at all, to establish the authority of 
the religious and moral teaching of Christ and the prophets and 
the apostles. A man may be a thoroughgoing critic, fearless 
of results in so far as he is seeking reality,and yet make the 
teaching of Jesus the dominating principle of his life. He may 
be thoroughly uncertain as to the authorship of Isaiah or the 
pastoral epistles, and yet find in them inspiration and directions 
for conduct. His reason will tell him repeatedly to accept 
teaching which is outside experience because of its author or its 
intimate association with teaching that has been tested. And if 
(as may very likely be) there still remain some teachings to 
which none of these tests apply, they will be among those things 
on which, since they have but remote relation to faith and con- 
duct, he can afford to wait for further light. 
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THE POLITICAL EFFECTS OF THE TEACHING OF 
JESUS. 


By PROFESSOR HARRY PRATT JuUDSON, A.M., LL.D., 
The University of Chicago. 


In speaking of a political quality in the teaching of Jesus 
we, of course, do not forget the fundamental fact that his per- 
sonal work with men was more’explicitly social—that he clearly 
and emphatically disavowed a political aim. Over and over 
again he enforced this truth: ‘My kingdom is not of this 
world” —‘“The kingdom of God is within you’ —“ Render 
unto Cesar the things which are Cesar’s, and unto God the 
things which are God’s.” The Jews were expecting a temporal 
king —a political redeemer, who should overthrow the Romans 
and restore the independent Jewish government. Jesus was no 
politician, no soldier, no conspirator. He sought only to over- 
throw the reign of evil in the human heart, and so to make 
society a sweeter and nobler thing. Thus plainly he was no 
political Messiah, and the restless Jewish politicians would have 
none of him. They were like the politicians of every age — 
caring little for social reforms, plotting always for preferment, 
blind to whatever could not be wrought into their own plans. 
The gospel of Jesus was individual, spiritual, social. The teach- 
ing of Jesus contains no political philosophy. 

While all this is true, yet it is also true that in its results the 
influence of the teaching of Jesus on the political development 
of human society has been powerful, constant, far-reaching. 
This influence, of course, has not been isolated. The forces 
which go to make up progress are many and are very compli- 
cated in their interaction. Still, it is not difficult to estimate 
. the tendency of any given impulse. It is the precise value of 
the effect it produces which is baffling. Sociology is not an 


exact science. It is not susceptible to mathematical measure- 
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ment. But yet it is possible to observe the direction and, to a 
large extent, estimate the effect of given social tendencies. The 
teaching of Jesus, as men have understood it, has been one of 
the most potent social forces in all the centuries since his time. 
It has certainly been one of the most lasting forces — present 
all the time, in all civilized lands, with very varying power to 
control society, it is true, but, when overborne for a space, never 
failing in the end to resume its influence. 

But a force so constantly operative in social life cannot fail 
to have an effect on political organization and action. Govern- 
ment, after all, pretty fairly reflects social conditions. Nothing 
which profoundly modifies those conditions can fail in some 
shape to influence government. The teaching of Jesus has thus 
finally had a marked political effect, because, first of all, it has 
had a marked social influence. 

At the outset the Roman officials misunderstood the new 
religion. They could make nothing of it but some sort of polit- 
ical conspiracy, and so they attacked it. But this official con- 
ception of Christianity was a mistake. The Christians sub- 
mitted patiently to the government of the day, giving no thought 
to revolutions or reformations in the state, but absorbed in their 
dreams of a future life and in the eager striving to rescue men 
from heathenism. By the time this attitude of the Christians 
had finally become clear the state was itself transformed through 
the new faith. The men who formed the government were them- 
selves Christians. They worked under the impulse of the new 
religious ideas, and so made the empire Christian in its govern- 
mental forms. This was not the issue of a struggles between 
Christendom as an organized force on the one side and organ- 
ized heathendom on the other. The Christian empire was sim- 
ply the old imperial idea working through the dominant popular 
thought. That thought in the time of Augustus held the 
supreme will to be that of the Roman people. The supreme 
will of the day of Constantine was found in the deity of the 
Christians. The will of the emperor was law in either case, 
because he was recognized as the legitimate repository of the 
supreme will— whether vox populi or vox dei, it mattered not. 
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Jesus taught Jewish monotheism, and through the labors of his 
followers this became the controlling religious idea of Roman 
civilization. In this way there was a close relation between the 
teaching of Jesus and the political theory on which the Christian 
empire was based. But while this is true, it is also true that in 
the objective realization of the empire —in the form and work- 
ing of government and its control of society——there was no 
material difference between the Christian empire and the heathen 
empire of Augustus. The difference was in theory. And thus 
the first political result of the teaching of Jesus was in the 
philosophy of the state. 

The second result was the reaction on the state of the Chris- 
tian church. 

Whether the church as an organization was created by Jesus 
himself, or was the growth of subsequent conditions, may, per- 
haps, well be questioned. However, it is clear that in either 
case the church organization was a clear necessity of the teach- 
ing of Jesus. That teaching was social as well as individual. 
The disciples were made missionaries. Association, union, dis- 
semination of the truth, were cardinal principles in their train- 
ing. But to the application of such principles organization is 
an absolute necessity. Thus grew up that powerful, non-polit- 
ical, but persistent and wide-ruling social organization, the 
Christian church. In its later form it might, or might not, have 
embraced the spirit of the founder. But whatever the form, it 
certainly was the outgrowth of the teaching of Jesus. 

The church as socially organized, with its hierarchy, its forms 
of worship, and its multifarious activities, was undoubtedly by no 
means primarily a political agency. All that the church wanted 
of the state at the outset was tolerance. Later it needed also 
protection. But with the disintegration of the Roman empire 
came strange and distressing social exigencies, and the church 
was gradually led to assume important political functions. 

As the imperial government crumbled, local authority in 
numerous cases, almost of necessity, fell into the hands of church 
officials. The strange phenomenon was presented of a state 
_ organization melting away, while that of the church remained 
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unimpaired. People were in the habit of obeying civil officials 
in secular matters, and ecclesiastical officials in affairs of religion. 
But the one class was falling to pieces. The other remained, 
together with the habit of obedience and the pressing need of 
social order. So it was but natural that church officers were 
more and more called on to preserve order and to maintain jus- 
tice. Thus the government of many Roman municipalities in 
those centuries of disorder passed, for a time, largely into the 
hands of ecclesiastics. In that way the church which had come 
from the teaching of Jesus comes to have a considerable number 
of political functions. 

When the German heathen had occupied the empire and 
had become Christian, the church gained a new position. No 
longer subject to the Roman emperor, whom they had been 
wont to obey, the ecclesiastics held a different attitude to the 
new rulers. To them the priests could speak with a spiritual 
prestige and authority unmeted in the empire. Thus gradually 
in those rude and fierce times the organized church grew into no 
little political power. This power was not enough to bring 
civilization out of the barbarism which had overspread society, 
nor was it sufficient to keep the church itself from sharing to 
some extent in the crudeness and rudeness which had replaced 
Roman culture. However, such as it was, the politics of the 
darkening and of the dark ages was to some extent guided by 
churchly influence. 

It was out of this influence that the papacy became a great 
political power. No time need be spent here in discussing the 
growth and complexity of the political relations of the mediz- 
val papal church. Suffice it to say that under the popes the 
Christian church universal was the counterpart of the Roman 
universal empire, and that its direct power over secular govern- 
ment was enormous. That power has by no means vanished. 
The papal influence is yet potent in the politics of more nations 
than one. In the German imperial Reichstag the Catholic church 
party was too strong even for Bismarck, and to this day is often 
able to make terms and to dictate policies. The same party is 
a positive and living force in Austria, in Italy, in Spain, in 
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France. Political parties come and go. Gambettas and Cavours 
and Bismarcks pass away. But the Catholic church never dies. 
The state, in the light of modern ideas, may control it. But 
that control is not absolute. The church powerfully modifies 
the action of the state. 

To the influence of the organized church belong the long 
line of political churchmen—Richelieu, Mazarin, Wolsey. 
Their individual powers were great, undoubtedly. Yet in the 
end they owed their exaltation to the vast and vigorous 
organization behind them. Of course, such careers are pos- 
sible only in states in which the church is established by law. 
Disestablishment has always come from the state, not from 
the church, and implies a secular jealousy of ecclesiasticism 
which makes priests and prelates impossible in places of high 
political trust. It is this fact which in our own country has 
embodied in the constitutions of so many states the dis- 
qualification of clergymen from holding political office. On 
the other hand, in times of close union between church and 
state it was not the pope alone who was a temporal sovereign. 
Bishops and abbots without number ruled wide domains as 
secular princes, down to, and in some cases far into, this very 
century in which we live. 

All this exhibits the political power which has been wielded 
by the Christian church. Such power has been felt to bea 
tyranny, and in most countries has been largely diminished. 
The struggle for disestablishment has been long and bitter. 
Through the most of Europe the church yet retains some form 
of legal union with the state. In America church and state are 
thoroughty separated. But the established church even in liberal 
England has yet a great political power—a power sufficiently 
indicated by the presence in the House of Lords of twenty-six 
of the bishops, and by the fact that English prelates and priests 
are officers of the state. 

But the political influence of the church is after all an indirect 
result. The most direct influence of the teaching of Jesus on 
the political organization of society, and an influence fairly com- 
parable with that of the organized Christian church, has come 
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from the very essence of the original teaching itself. In that 
nothing is more fundamental than the constant implication of the 
essential equality before God of all human souls. The parable of 
the Rich Man and Lazarus, the parable of the Lost Sheep, the 
Laborers in the Vineyard, the danger of riches, the lessons of 
humility, and countless other teachings, illustrate the way in which 
Jesus looked at the life of this world. Differences of rank, of 
wealth, of birth, of learning, to him signified nothing. The one 
thing needful was to be of the kingdom of God, and the entrance 
to this was open alike to high and low, rich and poor, learned 
and simple. This was the lesson which the disciples carried 
into the Roman world—the lesson that every human soul is 
equally precious——-a lesson which ran counter to the whole 
stream of existing society. But the Christian church, however 
it may vary in outward structure and in doctrine, has at its heart 
the democracy of the teaching of Jesus. This democracy in 
some shape has never left it. It has been one of the most sig- 
nificant contributions of Christianity to the development of 
modern society. And it has had a far-reaching effect, political 
as well as social. 

That this essential democracy of the teaching of Jesus 
should avail alone to transform and permanently to control 
society is not to be expected. Powerful forces tending to class 


‘distinctions and to aristocracy have more than once been suffi- 


cient to countervail Christian democracy. The feudal organiza- 
tion of the Middle Ages was eminently aristocratic, and the 
Roman church itself, in its elaborate hierarchy, in its prelates of 
noble birth, and in its temporal sovereignty of pope and prelate 
and monastic foundation, has been more than tincturedgwith aris- 
tocracy. Slavery and predial serfdom are the most undemocratic 
of institutions. Yet it can hardly be said that their abolition 
was very directly or very largely due to Christianity. Still, 
Christian doctrine, however overlaid with human perversions, 
after all has never lost its democratic essence. And this fact has 
had many results of grave importance. 

The medieval monasteries were one agency of democracy. 
The peasant could seldom escape his thralldom if he remained 
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on his lord’s estate. But the peasant might enter the monastery 
—might become a monk—and thus he was beyond the reach of 
his temporal tyrant, and a new life of considerable possibilities 
was in his grasp. If he had the talents and energy to rise, he 
might win his way to monastic official place, and in that event he 
might become a temporal as well as a spiritual ruler; he might 
be called to the counsels of baron or prince. Thus doubly the 
monastery had a democratic influence on medizval politics —it 
offered a way of escape to the individual from feudal tyranny, 
and it opened to the common man the possibility of political 
power. And monastic democracy was the democracy of the 
teaching of Jesus. 

But the secular.as well as the regular clergy recruited their 
ranks from all social classes. The plain man who entered the 
church acquired the best learning of the time. Thus he was, 
in legal and political matters, the adviser of the laity. He 
might become a prince of the church and be called to the aid 
of monarchs. In this way the man of simple blood shared in 
that mighty political as well as social power of the medieval 
churchmen. These churchmen laid the foundation of the civil 
law on the continent and of the common lawin England. They 
were chancellors and justiciars and political ministers of all 
grades. They sat in the great council of the realm and had a 
potent voice in shaping legislation and state policies. In the 
sixteenth century the clergy were a majority of the English 
House of Lords. There is a long list of clerical statesmen in 
medizval England, not a few of whom were men who rose to 
place and power by their own exertions, without, the aid of 
inherited rank. This is sufficiently illustrated by an examina- 
tion of the list of lord chancellors. Becket was the son of a 
London merchant. William of Longchamp, bishop of Ely, 
tempore Richard I, is recorded as ‘‘of mean extraction.” The 
famous William of ‘Wickham, bishop of Winchester, was of 
common birth, as were both the de Stratfords, all chancellors in 
the reign of Edward III. The same was true of John de Chis- 
hal, Ralph de Baldock, Cardinal Thomas Langley, Cardinal 
Thomas Kempe, Bishop Robert Stillington, Bishop Thomas 
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Rotherham, Bishop John Alcock, and of yet others who need 
not be named. Thomas Wolsey, the great cardinal and chan- 
cellor of Henry VIII, was the son of a butcher. 

Thus the church in the Middle Ages was an avenue by which 
the common people could obtain political power—and thus the 
democracy of the teaching of Jesus, carried out in the policy 
of the church, was a means of leavening the aristocratic feudal 
state with democracy. The Protestant Reformation was an 
appeal from popes and councils to the conscience and judgment 
of the individual. This in matters theological and ecclesiastical 
was pure democracy. It wasa startling change in an age accus- 
tomed to authority in church and state alike. Doubtless not a 
few found themselves unable to give fair consideration to the 
arguments of Wiclif and Huss and Luther just because the 
implication seemed so revolutionary —it shocked settled habits 
of thought. The reformers appealed to the teaching of Jesus 
and claimed the right to interpret that teaching by their own 
reason. The conservatives stoutly denied such claims, and 
insisted on the heaven-born authority of limited classes to pre- 
scribe what all should believe. This was not at all different 
from the existing theory of the state, in which the law for all 
was the will of an aristocratic few. So, in truth, the new doc- 
trines struck at the foundation of the state as well as of the 
church. Democracy in faith led by inevitable. sequence to 
democracy in politics. Doubtless few of the reformers realized 
this, though it was dimly apprehended by some of them, and 
perhaps by more of their opponents. Kings and nobles instinc- 
tively sideg with clerical authority. This community of cause 
emerged into clearness: at the time of the English peasant revolt 
of 1381. The Lollards, aiming their attack at ecclesiastical 
usurpations and abuses, had strong support from the nobles. 
But the socialistic rising of the peasants, apparently inspired 
by the spirit of Wiclif, and assailing noble as well as churchly 
privilege, profoundly alarmed laymen as well as churchmen. 
Church and state were suddenly realized to have a common 
foundation. If one should be undermined, the other would 
totter. Thus there was a revulsion of public feeling, and this 
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premature English reformation failed largely because its demo- 
cratic political tendency was perceived and dreaded. 

In the sixteenth century the reform ecclesiastical was taken 
up anew, and apparently quite apart from any democratic or 
socialistic tendency in the state. The nobles in France, princes 
and nobles in Germany, the king himself in England, were asso- 
ciated in the movement. But the political disruptive tendency 
was inevitable. In France and Germany the state was torn by 
religious wars — wars which were fought in behalf of religious 
toleration, but which of sheer necessity were based on a negation 
of monarchical absolutism. In the Low Countries this went so 
far that out of the stress of the long strife there emerged a 
republic—the first political fruit in modern days of the reform- 
ative interpretation of the teaching of Jesus. ° 

The sequence was inevitable. If men could judge for them- 
selves as to the meaning of the religious doctrine of Jesus, it 
followed that in matters of faith all men had equal rights. But 
if so, then it was but a short step to the demand for equal rights 
in the state. It was Holland which first won freedom from a 
despotic king in the inspiration of the new faith. England fol- 
lowed, working out the religio-political syllogism to its logical 
consequence in the commonwealth. Martin Luther meant the 
English Bible. The Bible meant Cromwell. And all together 
meant a democratic republic both in church and state. To be 
sure, the English commonwealth was as premature in the state 
as had been Wiclif’s movement in the church. The reaction 
brought back the Stuarts and the aristocratic church, and the 
political reform was put off nearly two centuries. At last, after 
the French wars were ended, the reform bill of 1832 took up the 
work where the Commonwealth dropped it, and in our own day 
we see England virtually a political democracy. 

The old churches, whether Roman or English, have been 
allied with autocracy and with aristocracy in the state. For all 
that, however, both have been thoroughly leavened with the 
democracy which is inseparable from the teaching of Jesus. 
Nothing can be more democratic than the social work and wor- 
ship of the Roman church, for example, and this has undoubt- 
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edly given a great impetus to the democratic trend of the mod- 
ern state. South Germany is Catholic—but it is also demo- 
cratic in politics. It is Protestant Prussia which is today the 
stronghold of feudal aristocracy in Germany. 

The nineteenth century is signalized by the great wave of 
democracy which has swept over all nations. Government rests 
on the masses in a newsense now. Aristocratic privileges have 
vanished away in nearly all the world. Modern governments 
are controlled by parliaments, and parliaments are chosen by the 
people. Equality’ before the law, universal suffrage, representa- 
tive assemblies—these have taken the place of the political 
inequalities and narrow despotisms which characterized feudal 
society. 

This has been the great revolution of modern times. Its 


“causes have been more than one, undoubtedly. Its progress 
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has been the resistless sweep of a tidal wave. But it can hardly 
be doubted that one powerful and never-ceasing force which 
has pushed it on has been the democratic teaching of the Chris- 
tian church—the democratic teaching of Jesus. If men are 
equal before God, why should they not have equal rights before 
hunian law? This is the political truth which is interwoven in 
Christianity. By the teaching of Christianity through long 
centuries it has been driven deep into human consciousness. It 
is now the common thinking of civilized men. 

In these ways, then, the teaching of Jesus has affected poli- 
tics. The political philosophy of the Roman empire was trans- 
formed. The church which was organized to embody the ideas 
of Jesus has in one way or another had a powerful political 
influence. The essence of his doctrine—common humanity, 
common sinfulness, common accountability to God, the equal 
preciousness of human souls—this is democracy. It has been 
a perpetual lesson which has helped to make clear to men the 
folly and wrong of class tyranny, and to inspire the masses in 
the struggle for emancipation. ; 

Dominant Christianity means dominant democracy, 
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+» POPULAR BIBLE STUDY IN SCOTLAND. 


By REVEREND GEORGE STEVEN, 
Edinburgh. 


Ir is, perhaps, unnecessary to say that the Bible is still 
peculiarly dear to the mass of the Scottish people. Whatever 
decline there may be in national religion, whatever forces may 
be materializing their conception of human life, the body of the 
nation is still true to their fathers’ love of the Bible. No one, 
of course, can tell to what extent it is neglected or can compare 
the Bible reading of today with that of a past generation —the 
most observant say that it is much less common than it was. 
But that does not prevent their saying, also, that the most 
effective portion of the people is feeding its soul on this one 
book. They read it, and they read it that they may know God. 
No story of Scottish life can exaggerate its influence upon Scot- 
tish character. For many a peasant woman and city artisan it 
is still the single and unapproachable means of culture. 

But that reading is not what we shall speak of as the study 
of the Bible. It is not everyone that reads who studies, who 
has a clear and definite knowledge of either contents or mean- 
ing. In this sense, study is not acommon thing anywhere or 
at any time, and of the Bible it may alsc be said that, while 
thousands read, and love to read, and read it with apprecia- 
tion and profit, there are comparatively few that give their 
strength to know thoroughly what it means. And yet the com- 
paratively few are many. 

We can best describe the direction and results of popular 


Bible study by taking in view the common methods in vogue , 


for furthering it. 

And, first, the Minister's Bible Class. Every minister has felt 
the need of supplementing his pulpit teaching by what is more 
direct and individual ; and no means could be more effective , 
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than this gathering of young men and women on Sunday even- 
ing. The Bible class is, one might say, even popular in Scot- 
land. Of course, its popularity and the worth of the teaching 
given at it will depend almost entirely on the power of the 
teacher — on his equipment and the amount of work he puts into 
it. Some men have their hearts in it, see the opportunity it 
gives of forming opinion and character, and read and prepare 
for it with their whole strength. The result is that the attendance 
will sometimes reach two hundred, or it may be even five hun- 
dred. In these classes the minds of the young are awakened ; 
they have their interest in the Bible determined for life ; and 
they look back long years after and tell how they owe their very 
souls to it. Of course, in rural parishes the classes must be 
small, but, none the less, the ministers of these parishes know 
that their best office-bearers have often been formed there; 
while city ministers as readily acknowledge that the very élite 
of their workers have been trained by their country brethren. 
A great stimulus was given to this work some twenty years 
ago and more by Dr. Whyte, of Free St. George’s, Edinburgh. 
It took the form of a scheme of studies and examinations now 
widely known as the ‘‘ Welfare of Youth Scheme.” Prizes and 
certificates of honor were offered to the successful candidates; 
books of study were prescribed, and centers of examination 
were appointed throughout the whole country—in the remotest 
parishes and islands, and sometimes even in the colonies. The 
scheme was launched in the Free Church of Scotland, but has 
been taken up by most of the other churches. Last year in 
the Free Church (where, naturally, it has been most cul- 
tivated) no fewer than 6,000 candidates sent in their names. 
And the candidates, it must be remembered, are but a small 
proportion of those who undertake the study. It would not be 
surprising to learn that as many as 50,000 young people were 
attending the classes; it has been stated as high as 70,000. In 
many a rural parish the chief educational interest among those 
who have Jeft school is this study and this examination ; in-many 
a manse during the spring months the minister’s leisure is spent 
in preparing his best pupils for it. And their success is all the 
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reward he seeks. In the parlor of farm house or farm labor- 
er’s cottage, or of tradesman or mechanic in town or village, 
the visitor will see adorning the wall the framed certificate of 
honor won by ason or daughter of the house, or perhaps by 
the husband or wife. Everyone will see that it is an immense 
service to a country to bring tens of thousands of its youth 
yearly into living contact with the Word of God and to make 
their knowledge of it definite enough for them to pass a search- 
ing examination with distinction. 

Round this scheme has grown up quite a crop of aids to the 
study of the Bible—handbooks, text-books, primers. For the 
use of classes in the Church of Scotland (Established), there 
are the ‘Guild Text-books,” edited by Professor Chanteris and 
Dr. McClymont, of which those dealing more strictly with Bible 
subjects are: Our Lord’s Teaching, The Old Testament and Its 
Contents, The New Testament and Its Writers. These are small 
books of 140 or 150 pages, selling for sixpence; but they are 
excellent, written by most competent men, and have commanded 
a wide sale. Under the auspices of the Free Church, two series 
of books have appeared. The first are the ‘‘ Handbooks for Bible 
Classes,” edited. by Professor Marcus Dods and Dr. Whyte, and 
intended for advanced students. Among them are English com- 
mentaries on many of the books of Scripture. Perhaps the best- 
known are Professor Davidson’s Epistle to the Hebrews, and Dr. 
Stalker’s Life of Christ and Life of Paul. Although some of 
them are of outstanding merit, none of them has ever been the 
work prescribed for the examination. For this much smaller 
and cheaper volumes have been prepared under the editorship 
of Professor S. D. F. Salmond, of Aberdeen, called ‘ Bible 
Class Primers.” The plan of this series is to retell the Scripture 
story, adding to the narrative the elucidation that has come 
through modern scholarship. Among them, from the Old Tes- 
tament, there are the lives of Abraham, Moses, David, Solo- 
mon; the period of the Judges, the kings of Israel, kings of 
Judah, and the exile and restoration; from the New Testament, ; 
the life of Christ, the parables, the miracles, the lives of Paul, 
John, and Peter. On the whole, these small and cheap books 
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have been exceedingly well done. An objection, however, has 
been taken to them that they have tended to turn away the 
pupils’ intellect from the text of Scripture. The thoroughness 
of the examination and their deep interest in it have led them 
to give their time and strength to mastering the primer. Often, 
under the influence of the teacher himself, sometimes in spite of 
him, they have set the Bible aside for the primer’s version of it. 
This is, of course, unfortunate ; for the best primer or text-book 
that can be written is not literature, and can never form an 
approximation to the penetrating religious power of Scripture. 
What is wanted is something that will exhibit Scripture in its 
beauty and strength; that will draw renewed attention to its 
words, its thought, its devotion. What the young need in their 
biblical study is that their memories become stored with the 
phrases and their thinking saturated by the biblical conception 
of the work of man and of God. A true teacher, who is himself 
‘full of it, could do this without any primer; and the primer that 
will help the unskilled teacher will be as a sympathetic friend 
and guide to all this. 

The Sabbath Morning Fellowship Association— Next to the 
Bible class, this is perhaps the most widely spread organization 
for Bible study. Its membership in most congregations consists 
only of young men, but young women are admitted now into 
many. The syllabus of study is generally prepared by the mem- 
bers themselves, and is often quite admirably done. The method 
of conducting the meeting is pretty much the same evervwhere — 
devotional exercises ; the reading of a paper by one of the mem- 
bers on the lesson of the day; remarks (not controversial) by a 
few of the older members present. Now, there can be no doubt 
of the wide and deep influence of this organization. Here young 
men learn to express their minds on religious subjects; to take 
part in religious conversation and in public devotion; to view 
their lives and the world from the standpoint of Christ. To 
those who take an active share in the work the benefit must be 
very great, and the training for further Christian work must be 
exceedingly valuable. Yet it must be confessed that to the major- 
ity it is somewhat dull, and it is dull merely because they are 
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leftinactive. They are only listeners, and therefore their minds 
are not fully engaged. 

There is no finer opportunity for the higher Bible study 
than is offered here. Is there any way of taking full advan- 
tage of it? It is clear that the interest of all can be awakened 
only by getting all to take a share in the work. At present the 
model which the association copies is that of the pulpit; the 
model which they should copy is that of a reading circle. Each 
would then do something, and doing is the secret of interest — 
even if the doing were nothing more than turning to the illus- 
trative passages. Let the members contribute some little por- 
tion to the meeting, as the members of a Christian Endeavor 
society would, and there will be the success of the Christian 
Endeavor movement. 

The educated laymen of the church who are interested in the 
Bible study of the people could render no nobler service than 
take this up. A chairman would be required, and without 
assuming any other function than that of a chairman, avoiding 
the plague of lecturing above all things, knowing when to put a 
question and the right kind of question to put—such a man 
would be the quickening of many a Sabbath Morning Fellow- 
ship association. If he were on the watch for the backward 
who have still something to say; if he had the tact to keep the 
conversation true to the theme (and he would speedily acquire 
it ); if he had knowledge to correct gently any mistakes, there 
would be no resenting his lead. 

At a certain stage in a young man’s development, the best 
processes for a religious end are indirect. Teach him to 
think on and to admire whatsoever things are true, noble, lovely, 
praiseworthy. Such a leader could point to the beauties of 
Scripture poetry and story, to the strength and courage of the 
prophet’s teaching, to the greatness of the hero or of the poet; 
he could deal with the ancient civilizations and religions, with 
the discoveries being made every year concerning them —every 
year would give him some new and startling story to tell. The 
inevitable result would be that the Bible would become a liv- 
ing book, more living than any other, and more worth the 
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reading, and with the reading there would come the voice of 
the Spirit of God awakening the spirit of many to life. 

There is another reason why the S. M. F. A. should (in the 
opinion of the present writer) be secured for advanced Bible 
study, viz., that between this organization and the Sunday 
school the great majority of those interested in the study are 
already engaged—their leisure time is occupied in the prepara- 
tion of work for these classes. Round these turns very much 
of the nation’s Bible reading ; parents, teachers, ministers, young 
men and women, are busy with them. Advanced study outside 
these can hardly be successful on any large scale. But the 
Bible Class, and, perhaps, even more a reformed Sabbath Morn- 
ing Fellowship meeting, are the very field prepared and waiting. 
The Fellowship meeting has hardly been touched by the hand- 
books, text-books, and primers in existence. Nor are they the 
kind of book best suited for their needs. It is not the ordinary 
commentary, on the one hand, nor, on the other, any recasting 
of Scripture narrative, that will serve the purpose. For one man 
that has been won to the study of Shakespeare by the Cambridge 
Notes, or by Lamb’s Tales, one hundred have been won by such 
appreciations as those of Coleridge or the Cowden Clarks. For 
the Bible, a guide to appreciation need not be an essay ; but it 
must be as free and as varied as the talk of a teacher who loves 
both literature and God. 

In considering popular Bible study in Scotland, it is impos- 
sible to omit one form it takes which tells upon the whole Chris- 
tian population, viz., expository preaching. Preaching of this kind 
is very common — perhaps not so common as it once was, but 
still common enough to be a note of the Scottish pulpit. There 
cannot be many ministers in the land who have not tried it; 
there are many who have continued it throughout their ministry. 
The most famous Scottish preachers have been expositors, and 
some of the most widely read of their books have been courses 
of lectures. Not only so; the least pretentious of our country 
ministers are often among our finest scholars, and are giving the 
fruit of their patient study and wide reading to their people. 
And it is the people’s desire that it should be so. They like 
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“lecturing,” for they like knowledge much more than ‘“anec- 
dotes” or “appeals.” They desire to know God’s Word that they 
may know God. 

The most potent influence upon Bible study, for the pulpit 
as well as for the class and the home, during the present gen- 
eration was the great controversy on the teaching of Professor 
W. Robertson Smith. It sent thousands to their Bibles with 
new interest and with new eyes. Those on the side of the new 
positions and those against them read alike with a desire to 
understand. Men and women in Highland glen and in city ten- 
ement went to the Bible, to learn, if they could, on which side 
the trouble lay. As a result, for some years there lasted an 
impulse among the more thoughtful to study the Bible, such as 
can only be equaled surely in great religious movements. And 
today, after so many years, there is an abiding interest among 
the people, not, perhaps, in the details of criticism (they are not 
equipped for that), but in the results. At the time of the con- 
_ troversy there was a fear that the issue would be negation and 
the decay of vital religion. There can be but few who entertain 
the fear now. There is certainly a new freedom in the handling 
of these problems in the pulpit. And when it is done by believ- 
ing men, who are reverent not only towards the Word of God, 
but also towards the faith of their fellow-Christians, the common 
people —even the simplest-minded among them — will gladly 
hear of the investigations of scholars, if by any means they can 
come to a fuller knowledge of the mind of God. 


THE ORIGIN AND CHARACTER OF DEUTERONOMY. 


By PROFESSOR L. W. BATTEN, Pu.D., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


THERE was no darker period in the history of Israel than the 
time of Manasseh. His father and predecessor, Hezekiah, had 
been in the main a good king, and had striven sincerely for 
reform in the religion of the people. Manasseh’s reign was a 
period of reaction; not that he was content with restoring the 
conditions which had prevailed before Hezekiah’s reforms ; he 
appears rather to have attempted to eradicate the worship of 
Jehovah from the Jewish state. To that end new altars to 
strange gods were erected, and the leaders of the Jehovah wor- 
ship were submitted to a bloody persecution without parallel in 
Hebrew history, even Ahab on the one side and Jehu on the 
other being no match for Manasseh in unrelenting cruelty. 

There is apparently nothing to relieve the horror of this long 
period of half a century.t. Jehovah worship was at an end, or 
could only be practiced in secret. The voice of prophecy was 
hushed. So far as we know, but one seer lifted up his voice in 
protest and warning, and his declaration of impending disaster 
was issued anonymously. His message, however, was sharp and 
clear: “‘ Because Manasseh the king of Judah has committed 
these abominations, doing more wickedness even than the Amor- 
ites who were before him, and has also caused Judah to sin by 
his idols; therefore thus saith Jehovah the God of Israel, 
‘Behold I am about to bring evil upon Jerusalem and Judah, at | 
which the ears of him who hears of it shall tingle’” (2 Kings 
. 

*The Chronicler tells us that Manasseh was carried a prisoner to Babylon, and 
there repented, and was restored to his throne by Jehovah (2 Chr. 33: 11-13). This 
story is generally credited, but, as Stade and others have pointed out, there are 
some difficulties in accepting it. It is inconceivable that a matter of so great conse- 
quence should be omittedin Kings. There is no hint that Manasseh reformed in any 


particular. This heathen worship prevailed throughout his reign and that of Amon. 
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The young king, Josiah, came to the throne probably in 638 
B.C. Of the first years of his reign we know nothing. The 
Chronicler refers some of his reforms to this early period, but 
there is every reason to believe that the order of events found 
in the book of Kings is the correct one. The king was too 
young to do much himself, and the evil influences of Manasseh’s 
time still prevailed. The invasion of the Scythians, threatening 
the very existence of the state, and, on the other hand, the signs 
of quick decline in the Assyrian empire, must have made a pro- 
found impression upon the young king and pointed out to him a 
great future for his nation. In the eighteenth year of his reign 
(621 B.C.) he set about such repairs of the temple as were 
necessary to fit it for its sacred purposes as the house of 
Jehovah. 

The work was going on under the direction of the chief 
priest, Hilkiah. The king sent Shaphan and others with direc- 
tions for Hilkiah. The priest made reply to the orders of the 
king, and added, ‘“‘I have found the book of the lawin the house 
of Jehovah.” Shaphan read the book, and then carried it to the 
king and read it to him. The king was deeply impressed by 
it, and, taking it as his guide, set in motion a much more thor- 
_ oughgoing scheme of reform than he had before dreamed of. 

This ‘book of the law” which Hilkiah said he found in the 
temple certainly contained a portion of the book of Deuter- 
onomy. But there are other questions concerning this mysteri- 
ous book about which there has been decided difference of 
opinion. Whether it was the whole or only a part of Deuter- 
onomy is not a matter of moment; but was the ‘‘book of the 
law”’ Deuteronomy lus something else? that is, was it Deuter- 
onomy in whole or in part, as most modern critics hold, or was 
it the whole Pentateuch, as the older scholars and the ultra-con- 
servatives generally hold?? Again, if Hilkiah actually found it, 
how long had it been lost? Was it an ancient book which had 
been known before Manasseh’s time, or had it been produced, 
say in the latter part of Hezekiah’s time, and laid away in 
the temple without ever having been published? Did Hilkiah 

2 Some Of the Fathers, however, held that it was Deuteronomy which Hilkiah found. 
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really find it, or was this what Cheyne calls ‘‘a needful illusion,” 
the book having been just written to guide Josiah’s reforms ? 

The important bearing of these questions on the pentateu- 
chal problem is obvious. In fact, this seems to me the proper 
place to begin the study of that perplexing problem, because we 
are here on pretty firm historical ground, and have considerable 
data as our guide. If we can determine the questions raised by 
this “book of the law,” it will be a long start towards settling 
the greater questions of the Pentateuch. If Hilkiah’s book of 
the law was only Deuteronomy, that fact would be a staggering 
blow to the traditional view of the Pentateuch; for the separate 
existence of one book at this period, and the complete ignorance 
or ignoring of the rest, the institution of great reforms on the 
lines of one book and in violation of the precepts of others, 
would render difficult, if not impossible, the belief that the 
whole had been the product of a single hand seven centuries 
before. 

When we examine the evidence this much is clear: the great 
reforms of Josiah were founded upon the book of Deuteronomy, 
and there is no clear reference to any other part of the Penta- 
teuch ; in fact, it is held that Josiah’s reforms stopped short of 
the Levitical law. But dogmatic assertions will not help us to 
get at the truth. We desire to look into the evidence ourselves. 
Of the great mass of evidence at our disposal only samples can 
be given. We shall consider the reasons urged in support of 
the view that the “book of the law”’ was the book of Deuter- 
onomy. 

When Hilkiah handed Shaphan the book of the law, the lat- 
ter read it through on the spot. The Pentateuch covers three 
hundred and fifty pages in the Hebrew Bible. If Shaphan read 
at the rate of thirty pages an hour, it would have taken him 
nearly twelve hours to complete his task. Now he had been 
sent by the king to the temple on an errand ; he carries back 
Hilkiah’s answer to the king, and there is no hint of any unusual 
delay. The portion of Deuteronomy upon which Josiah’s refor- 
mation is based (chaps. 12-26) covers twenty-three pages, and 
could be read at the rate suggested above in considerably less 
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than an hour. After the scribe had delivered Hilkiah’s mes- 
sage, he added: “Hilkiah the priest has given mea book.” He 
immediately read the book to the king, and this apparently on 
the same day. 

The king rent his garments in dismay, and at once sent Hil- 
kiah, Shaphan, and others to inquire of Jehovah on behalf of 


himself and the people “in regard to the words of this book, 


which has been found, for great is the wrath of Jehovah which 
is kindled against us because our fathers have not obeyed the 
words of this book by doing all that is written therein concern- 
ing us.” The book was confirmed by the prophetess Huldah, 
whom the king’s messengers consulted, but she declared that 
the woes should not fall in the time of the king, who had hum- 
bled himself before Jehovah. The king assembled the people, 
and they entered into a covenant to keepthis law. The reforms 
were begun afresh and in such a manner as to insure against the 
further violation of this law. These reforms were carried out 
with much severity, cruelty, and bloodshed ; but they all had a 
single purpose —to wipe off the face of the holy land every sanc- 
tuary except the temple at Jerusalem. The sins of his fathers, 
from which Josiah expected such disasters, were not their fail- 
ure to ‘“‘love mercy and to do justly,” but their participation in 
the worship of the local sanctuaries. The code of the covenant 
expressly allows a multiplicity of altars (Ex. 20:24-26); the 
priest-code takes for granted that a second altar is impossible, 
while the deuteronomic code is strenuous in its insistence on 
but one central sanctuary. 

The close connection between Joshiah’s reforms and the deu- 
teronomic law can best be seen by a careful comparison of the 
following passages : 

2 Kings 23: 3-6; 7; 8,9; 10; 23:11; 14; 21; 24; Deut. 
12:2; 23:18; 18:6-8; 18:10; 17:3; 16:21, 22; 16:5; 18:11. 

The book found by Hilkiah is called in Kings both the 
“book of the law’? and the “book of the covenant” (2 Kings 

3 If chaps. 5-26 be the original books, it still would take but little over an hour to 
read at the above rate. Kittel estimates that it would take twenty-three and a half 


hours to read the Pentateuch through aloud. He inclines to the belief that the book 
was read aloud twice on the same day. (History of the Hebrews, p. 59) 


| 
| 


250 THE BIBLICAL WORLD 


23:2f., 21). ‘Amongst the books we now possess the name 
‘book of the covenant’ can only be applied, so far as we know, 
to the one mentioned in Ex. 24:7, or to Deuteronomy. The 
one mentioned in Exodus is put out of the question by the 
character of its contents. To this must be added that the other 
name, ‘book of the law,’ given to the work which Josiah knew, 
_is the ordinary name for Deuteronomy both in the book itself 
and elsewhere.’’* 

There is another strong reason for believing that this book 
of the law was the book of Deuteronomy. Jeremiah had begun 
to prophesy a short time before in connection with the Scythian 
invasion. The book of Deuteronomy is largely prophetic in its 
character, and Jeremiah could not fail to be influenced by it, 
and by the great reform movements to which it led. We find, 
indeed, that Jeremiah was expressly commanded to “ hear the 
words of this covenant, and speak them unto the men of Judah 
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem ; to preach them in the cities of 
Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem;”’ to declare a curse upon the 
man who did not hearken to the words of this covenant (Jer. 
11: 1-8). A careful comparison of the passage in Jeremiah 
with the account in Kings and with Deuteronomy leaves no room 
for doubt that the prophet actually preached the book of Deuter- 
onomy, not only to the people of the capital, but also in other 
parts of Judah. Moreover, no one can study Jeremiah’s prophe- 
cies without seeing how much this new book of the law influ- 
enced his thought and even his words. A considerable list of 
the passages in which the prophet shows most the influence of 
Deuteronomy will be found in Driver’s recent Commentary on 
Deuteronomy, p. xciii. 

If the conclusion that the reformation of Josiah was based upon 
Deuteronomy is correct, the book could not have been written 
later than 621 B:C. Whether it was written long before or not, 
it is clear that no evidence of its existence can be found. Dean 
Stanley says truly that ‘during the reign of Manasseh there is 
no proof of its destruction. During the previous reigns, with 
two or three doubtful exceptions, there is no proof of its exist- 


4Kittel, History of the Hebrews, pp. 59 f. 
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ence. David, Solomon, Asa, and Jehoshaphat had lived in con- 
stant, and apparently unconscious, violation of the ordinances 
which came home with such force to Josiah.” 5 

We note that King Josiah was greatly surprised at the con- 
_ tents of the book. No one of those concerned give any hint 
that any memory of its contents had been preserved among 
them. The laws which the king immediately undertakes to put 
into effect appeared to‘him and to the people to be something 
new. 

The argument from silence furnishes, however, the clearest 
evidence that the book of the lw was really new. The history 
and the prophets afford us a pretty complete picture of the times 
before Josiah, but nowhere do we find a satisfactory reference to 
the peculiar ordinances of Deuteronomy. In fact, we find these 
laws constantly violated, and that by the most pious men. -The 
worship on the “high places” was never questioned until Heze- 
kiah’s time, and was practiced by such godly men as Samuel and 
‘the others mentioned by Stanley. The prohibition of the sacred 
pillar® is explicit : ‘‘ Thou shalt not set up for thee a pillar which 
Jehovah thy God hateth” (Deut. 16:22). It is not likely that 
Isaiah would have sanctioned a violation of so express a law; 
yet, speaking of the time when Egypt would be saved through 
Jehovah’s intervention, he says: ‘In that day there shall be an 
altar for Jehovah in the midst of the land of Egypt, and a pillar 
by its border for Jehovah. And it (¢.e¢., the pillar) shall be for 
a sign and witness to Jehovah of Hosts in the land of Egypt 
when they shall cry unto Jehovah because of their oppressors, 
that he shall send them a savior” (Isa. 19: 19, 20). 

Much other evidence is available, but we must content our- 
selves by summarizing a few points from Driver. ‘ The law of 
the kingdom (Deut. 17: 14-20) is colored by reminiscences of 


the monarchy of Solomon.” A supreme court is taken for . 


granted as already existent (Deut. 17 : 8-13); according to the 

Chronicler this was instituted by Jehoshaphat (2 Chron. 19 : 8— 

11). While Deuteronomy exercised a marked influence upon 

Jeremiah and almost every subsequent writer, the early prophets 
5 History of the Jewish Church, Ul, 428. 6 Properly a consecrated stone. 
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show no trace of its influence. The language and style of 
Deuteronomy are such as belong to the seventh century before 
Christ. If this book could have been written six or seven cen- 
turies earlier, there would be no such thing as a history of the 
Hebrew language. 

If the evidence convinces us that the book of Deuteronomy 
had never seen the light before 621 B. C., the question arises, Was 
it composed at that time and issued in the way which would give 
it most credence, and so lead to a reformation along the lines 
desired by its authors? If this conclusion is reached, it would 
appear that Hilkiah was chiefly concerned in its preparation. 
One shrinks from attributing what is persistently called a “ pious 
fraud” to the priest and his fellows ; although the moral aspect of 
this problem has been much exaggerated, as in ancient times it 
was not considered immoral to sail under the colors of an ancient 
worthy. The undoubted Mosaic element in the book would be a 
partial justification for calling it all by the name of the great 
lawgiver. There is, however, no necessity for assigning the 
book to this period. It seems wholly probable that Hilkiah spoke 
the literal truth when he said, “I have found the book of the 
law.” Many hold that it was written during Manasseh’s reign, 
but that it could not be issued in the face of such hostility to 
all that it insists upon so vigorously. It was accordingly laid 
aside for a more favorable time; Manasseh’s reign was so long 
that the book was forgotten and might have been lost but for 
Hilkiah’s timely discovery. This may seem simply to remove a 
stigma from Hilkiah in order to put it upon some unknown indi- 
vidual who composed ‘the book. A sufficient justification is 
furnished by Kittel : ‘‘ The author felt that he was propounding 
to his people Mosaic ideas and Mosaic ordinances, provided 
merely with a new dress and application. Still further, as a man 
of indubitably prophetic mind, he was conscious that, in giving 
new peint to the ancient Mosaic ordinances, and in adapting to 
the needs of a more advanced, and in many respects, corrupt 
age, much that had originated with Moses, or in the course 
of time had been added in his spirit, and, therefore, under his 
name, he was filled with the special commission and the reveal- 
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ing light of God. Have we of today, who, with our modern 
ideas, can only with difficulty and to a slight extent transport 
ourselves into the spiritual life of those ancient days, the right 
to censure a man who so unmistakably bears the mark of the true 
God-inspired prophet? Have wea right to reproach him with 
fraud, pious or impious ?’’7 

As to the character of Deuteronomy, but little need be said. 
The thing that strikes every attentive reader is its hortatory 
tone. The gifted author was not content with a simple declara- 
tion of what God had commanded or prohibited; he also uses 
his persuasive power to induce his hearers to do the one and to 
leave undone the other; he urges the blessings which follow 
upon a course of obedience, and the disasters which will follow 
disobedience. One cannot help thinking that it was partly this 
parenetic character of the book which made its simple reading 
so impressive to Josiah, and so quickly won it a hearing from the 
people. Indeed, the writer’s whole purpose is not so much the 
revelation of new truths as the securing adherence to old ones. 
He uses the previous history freely, but always as a prophet, not 
as a historian. His references to the history have always a 
didactic purpose; he desired Israel to profit by the lessons of 
the past. 

The high ethical character of the book is very marked. 
Driver says: ‘ Duties involving directly the application of a 
moral principle are earnestly insisted on, particularly justice, 
integrity, equity, philanthropy, and generosity, and the laws 
embodying such principles are manifestly of paramount impor- 
tance in the writer’s eyes.”*® ‘Love is to be the determining 
principle of their conduct, whether towards God or man.’’? 

The absolute unity of God is everywhere insisted upon. But 
it is God in his gracious relations to the people of Israel that 
attracts the writer. God has brought Israel out of Egypt and 
prepared for him a long series of blessings. But God is a spir- 
itual being, found only by the spirit, not by the senses; hence 
the determined war upon every form of idolatry. Driver does 

7 History of the Hebrews, I, p. 65. 9 [bid., p. 25. 

8 Deuteronomy, p. 23. . 
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not exaggerate when he says: ‘ The author wrote, it is evident, 
under a keen sense of the perils of idolatry ; and to guard Israel 
against this by insisting earnestly on the debt of gratitude and 
obedience which it owes to its sovereign Lord, is the funda- 
mental teaching of the book.” *° 

Considering the high moral and religious character of this 
book, it is not surprising that the best members of the Jewish 
nation were greatly and helpfully influenced by it; nor is it 
singular that our blessed Lord’s words should so plainly show 
that he had penetrated its very spirit. 


10 Deuteronomy, p. 19. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS OF HEBRAISTIC PARALLELISM IN 
PAUL. 


I, 


IN PRAISE OF THE OBEDIENCE OF CHRIST. 
Phil. 2: 5-11. 


Have this mind in you which was also in Christ Jesus 
Who being in the form of God ‘ 
counted it no seizure to be on an equality with God 
Yet emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, 
being made in the likeness of men. 
And being found in fashion as a man he humbled himseif 
becoming obedient even unto death— Yea the death of the 
cross. 
Wherefore also God highly exalted him 
and gave unto him the Name that is above names ; 
that in the name of Jesus every knee should bow— of things 
in heaven and things on earth and things under the 
earth — 
and that every tongue should confess that Christ i is Lord — 
to the glory of God the Father. 


II. 


IN PRAISE OF THE SOVEREIGN GOD. 
Rom. 11:33-36. 


O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and the knowledge 
of God! 
‘How unsearchable are his judgments 
and his ways past finding out! 
For who hath known the mind of the Lord? 
or who hath been his counselor ? 
or who hath first given aught to him, which shall be here- 
after repaid ? 
For of him, and through him and unto him are all things. 
To him be glory forever. Amen. 
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SIR FREDERICK LEIGHTON’S “PARABLE OF THE WISE 
AND FOOLISH VIRGINS.” (FRONT/SPIECE.) 


Tuis impressive “illumination of the parable” is a mural painting 
forming an altar piece in the church at Lyndhurst, England, a town in 
the famous New Forest region. Its execution was a labor of love with 
the artist, Sir Frederick Leighton, who, visiting friends in the neighbor- 
hood at the completion of the edifice, volunteered the gift of the 
picture. The composition is panoramic, and the figures life-size. 

It is the palace of the King, and the effulgence of his glory is the 
light thereof, streaming forth into the midnight upon the daughters of 
wisdom awaiting his royal greeting. Attended by a company of youth- 
ful musicians, rose-crowned and filling the air with joyous melody 
from the instruments they carry, Christ as the bridegroom, of noble 
form and glorious in a robe of heaven’s own whiteness, appears under 
the central arch and turns in transcendent benediction to those on his 
right. The approval of that countenance is their supreme. gladness, 
and every eye seeks it. Across the brightness of its welcome there 
falls, however, a shadow of sadness reflecting his consciousness of the 
sorrow and grief of the five to the left. This dark side of the picture 
tells its own sad story of the bitter reaping that follows neglect. A 
sentinel angel, with restraining gesture and outstretched wings, guards 
the way to Him for whose coming they are unprepared. A rent wall, 
an owl symbolizing Sloth, and the broken branch of a vine, are sug- 
gestively shown. 

In one hand Christ holds the lilies of spotlessness; the other is 
extended to one kneeling at his feet who has pressed forward eagerly, 
holding before him the smallest of the lamps with its single flame. 

The largest of the lamps, bravely alight in triple flame, is held aloft 
; by a superb figure, typical of ideal Christian service, whose position and 
lamp in the group suggest the thought that the first shall be last and 
the last first. By the side of the youngest of this company stands an 
angel, gently encouraging her as with rapt expression upon her earnest 
face, bearing the marks of illness, she timidly shows the token of her 
faithfulness. 

A playing fountain around which some doves are fluttering, signifi- 
cant both of happy activity, and an orange grove against the deep 
blue of a star-sown sky, complete that side of the picture upon which 
falls the radiancy and peace of heaven. Joun PoweLt LENox. 

256 


MATERIAL FROM ENGLISH LITERATURE ILLUSTRA- 
TIVE OF THE INTERNATIONAL SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
LESSONS. 


I. THE HEALING OF A GIRL POSSESSED OF A DEVIL. II. 
BRUISED FOR OUR INIQUITIES. III. FORGIVENESS. 


By PROFESSOR MYRA REYNOLDS, PH.D., 
The University of Chicago. 


I. The healing of a girl possessed of a devil. Beneath the simple words 
of this brief narrative are vivid suggestions of a home made desolate by the 
terrible affliction that has befallen the daughter. The fervor and the endur- | 
ing quality of the mother’s love, and her inability todo anything for her 
daughter, send her instinctively to Jesus as one who has not only love but 
power. What her love would accomplish at any cost if it could, surely 
omnipotent love will accomplish for her. We find exactly this theme in 
Browning’s Sau/. David tries in all ways to arouse Saul from his lethargy. 
Untwisting the lilies from his lyre, he attunes the strings to all the varied 
harmonies that could touch Saul’s nature. His heart yearns over Saul, and 
then suddenly out of his love and his yearning springs his glad recognition 
that divine love exceeds human love, even as divine power exceeds the utmost 
of human effort. His vision of this love and this power becomes a prophecy 
of Christ who shall throw open to Saul the gates of everlasting life : 

See the King —I would help him, but can not, the wishes fall through. 
Could I wrestle to raise him from sorrow, grow poor to enrich, 

To fill up his life, starve my own out, I would — knowing which 

I know that my service is perfect. O speak through me now! 

Would I suffer for him that I love? So wouldst thou, so wilt thou ! 

So shall crown thee the topmost, ineffablest, uttermost crown — 

And thy love fill infinitude wholly. 

Il. He was bruised for our iniqguities—In Spenser's Hymn of Heavenly 
Love we have a thoughtful, musical, yet impassioned expression of man’s 
indebtedness to Christ for the self-sacrificing love manifested in his coming 


down 
Out of the bosom of eternal.bliss, 
In which he reignéd with his glorious Sire, 


that he might pay the deadly hire of sin and restore to hapless man the possibility of 
joy. “For man’s dear sake he did a man become.” He passed through the toil, the 
pain, the poverty, and all the sharp assays of this sad life; he was scourged, buffeted, 
bruised, twixt robbers crucified, that he might free his foes. In lieu of all this pain of 
love he asks but love again. 


Whittier in Zhe Crucifixion describes the change in nature at the death 


of Christ 
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When He, the chosen One of Heaven, 

A sacrifice for guilt was given ! 

* * * * * * * 

Oh, shall the heart— whose sinfulness 

Gave keenness to His sore distress, 

And added to His tears of blood — 

Refuse its trembling gratitude ! 

One of the most pathetic and beautiful passages in Cowper’s Zask pre- 
sents the healing that comes to man through the suffering of Christ : 


I was a stricken deer that left the herd 
Long since; with many an arrow deep infixed 
My panting side was charged, when I withdrew 
To seek a tranquil death in distant shades. 
There was I found by One who had Himself 
Been hurt by the archers. In His side He bore, 
And in His hands and feet, the cruel scar. 
With gentle force soliciting the darts, 

; He drew them forth, and healed and bade me live. 

George Eliot says : 

The true cross of the Redeemer was the sin and the sorrow of this world — ¢hat 
was what lay heavy on His heart — and that is the cross we shall share with Him, that 
is the cup we must drink of with Him, if we would have any part in that Divine Love 
which is one with His sorrow. 


In Coleridge’s Ancient Mariner the terrible nature of the Mariner’s sin 
against the law of love comes out most clearly when the angel compares his 
cruel act with the supreme act of love of ‘‘Him who died on cross.” 


In Frederick W. Robertson are these words: 


The life of Christ and His death are the only true solution of the mystery of 
human life; to that, after all, all the discords of this world’s wild music must be 
attuned at last. Christ has the keys to the Mystery of Life. The spirit of the cross 
is the condition which will put any one in possession of the same key. 


The cross on Golgatha can never save thy soul ; 
The cross in thine own heart alone can make thee whole. 


Christ rose not from the dead — Christ still is in the grave — 
If thou for whom he died art still of sin the slave. 
— Angelus Silesius (1624-1677). 


Ill. Forgiveness.—In Christian Morals Sir Thomas Browne gives excel- 
lent advice on the subject of forgiveness : 


Write thy Wrongs in ashes. Draw the Curtain of Night upon Injuries, shut 
them up in the Tower of Oblivion, and let them be as though they had not been 
Forgive thine enemies totally, and without any reserve, that however God will revenge 
thee. . . . . If thou must needs have revenge of thine enemy, with a soft tongue break 
his bones, heap coals of fire on his head, forgive him and enjoy it. To forgive our 
enemies is a charming way of Revenge, . . . . a method taught from Heaven to keep 
all smooth on Earth. .... If thou hast not Mercy for others, yet be not Cruel unto 
thyself. To ruminate upon evils, to make critical notes upon injuries, and be too 
acute in their apprehensions, is to add unto our own tortures, to feather the Arrows of 
our Enemies . . . . for injuries long dreamt on take away at last all rest. 


Emily Dickinson has some quaint stanzas that bear on this theme : 


I had no time to hate, because 
The grave would hinder me, 

And life was not so ample I 
Could finish enmity. 
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Nor had I time to love; but since 
Some industry must be, 

The little toil of love, I thought, 
Was large enough for me. 


For a grave, simple expression of the futility of hate, see Whittier’s 
Forgiveness : 
My heart was heavy, for my trust had been 
Abused, its kindness answered with foul wrong ; 
So, turning gloomily from my fellow-men, 
One summer Sabbath day I strolled among 
The green mounds of the village burial place ; 
Where, pondering how all human love and hate 
Find one sad level; and how, soon or late, 
Wronged and wrong does, each with meekened face, 
And cold hands folded over a still heart, 
Pass the green threshold of a common grave, 
Whither all footsteps tend, whence none depart, 
Awed for myself, and pitying my race, 
Our common sorrow, like a mighty wave,- 
Swept all my pride away, and | forgave. 


In Among the Hills is another stanza holding a good philosophy for 
daily life: 
For still in mutual sufferance lies 
The secret of true living ; 
Love scarce is love that never knows 
The sweetness of forgiving. 


In Thomas 4 Kempis we find a reason for this mutual sufferance : 


If thou canst not make thyself such an one as thou wouldest how canst thou 
expect to have another in all things to thy liking ? 

“To err is human, to forgive, divine,” is one of Pope’s excellent ethical 
aphorisms. 

Portia’s famous description of mercy in The Merchant of Venice is really 
a fine analysis of the spirit of forgiveness. 

One of the great concrete literary exemplifications of forgiveness is in 
Tennyson's Guinevere 

And all is past, the sin is sinned, and I, 
Lo! I forgive thee, as Eternal God 
Forgives: do thou for thine own soul the rest. 

An interesting variation of the theme is found in Sidney Lanier’s 7he 
Crystal, He goes over in his mind all “the governor-spirits, the bards, 
the bringers-down of flaming news from steep-walled heavens,” but finds 
that no one, however great, shines.with undimmed luster : 

Yea, you masters all must ask 
Some sweet forgiveness, which we leap to give. 
* * * * * * * 
But Thee, but Thee, O sovereign Seer of time, 
But Thee, O poets’ Poet, Wisdom’s Tongue, 
But Thee, O man’s best Man, O love’s best Love, 
O perfect life in perfect labor writ, 
O all men’s Comrade, Servant, King, or Priest,— 
What #f or yet, what mole, what flaw, what lapse, 
What least defect or shadow of defect,— 
Oh, what amiss may I forgive in Thee, 
Jesus, good Paragon, thou Crystal Christ. 
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The Council of Seventy. 


The activities of members of the Council during the past two months 
have been many and varied. Dr. John Henry Barrows has just returned 
from a six-weeks’ trip, during which he has lectured almost constantly 
about his trip to India in the interests of Christianity, in the light which 
has been thrown upon the question of Christian missions. He gave on 
Sunday, March 13, at the University of Chicago, the last lecture of 
the series on “The Influence of Christianity on the World’s History,” 
his special subject being “The Christianity of the Future.” In this 
course the following Councilors have taken part: President William R. 
Harper, three Jectures on “The Influence of the Old Testament upon 
Christianity ;” Professor Ernest D. Burton, “ The Birth of Christianity;” 
Professor Shailer Mathews, “Greek Thought in its Relation to Chris- 
tianity,” and “The First Century of Christianity;” President C. J. Little, 
“The Christianity of the Centuries.” 

Dr. H. L. Willett has conducted, since January 1, the following 
series of institutes: at Fort Dodge, Ia., January 10-12, six lectures on 
“The Beginnings of Christianity” (average attendance, 200); at Des 
Moines, Ia., January 13-15, six lectures on “ The Life of Christ” (aver- 
age attendance, 1000); at Perry, Ia., January 17-19, six lectures on 
“Wisdom Literature” (average attendance, 250); at Dallas Centre, la., 
January 20-22, “The Beginnings of Christianity” (average attendance, 
150) ; at Drake University, Des Moines, Ia., January 24-26, “The Begin- 
nings of Christianity” (average attendance, 1200); at Quincy, IIl., 
January 31—February 2, same subject (with attendance of 500) ; in New 
York city, March 3-5, “The Life of Christ” (average attendance, 200), 
The series was closed by a course at the Bible Normal College, Spring- 
field, Mass. 

The following Councilors have offered their services for summer- 
school work: Professor W. R. Betteridge, Rochester Theological Semi- 
nary; Professor Sylvester Burnham, Colgate University ; Professor 
Edward L. Curtis, Yale University; Professor F. B. Denio, Bangor 
Theological Seminary; Professor Lincoln Hulley, Bucknell Univer- 

sity; President William R. Harper, University of Chicago ; Professor 
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D. A. McClenahan, United Presbyterian Theological Seminary ; Pro- 
fessor George L. Robinson, Knox: Theological Seminary; Professor 
Nathaniel Schmidt, Cornell University; Dr. H. L. Willett, University 
of Chicago — all of the Old Testament Chamber. Professor Alfred W. 
Anthony, Cobb Divinity School ; Professor Ernest D. Burton, Univer- 
sity of Chicago; Professor Daniel A. Hayes, Garrett Biblical Institute ; 
Professor Shailer Mathews, University of Chicago; Professor Rush 
Rhees, Newton Theological Seminary; Dr. Clyde W. Votaw, Univer- 
sity of Chicago—of the New Testament Chamber. Professor George 
B. Foster, University of Chicago; Dr. James H. Breasted, University 
of Chicago; President G. S. Burroughs, Wabash College — of the Gen- 
eralChamber. A number of these men are already assigned to work 
in the University of Chicago, Chautauqua, and at various summer 
assemblies. The appointments in detail will be given next month. 


The following gentlemen have been appointed to serve on the com- 
mittee for the investigation of Sunday-school study material: Professor 
Ernest D. Burton, chairman ; Dr. H. L. Willett, Professor D. A. Hayes, 
Professor F. K. Sanders, President Geo. S. Burroughs. In the com- 
mittee the Baptist, Methodist, Episcopal, Congregational, Presbyterian, 
‘and Christian denominations are represented. 


The summer-school season will be inaugurated by the annual ses- 
sion of the Maine Ministers’ Institute, which will hold its meetings 
May 19-27 in Roger Williams Hall, Lewiston, Me. In general the 
programme is as follows : 


1. The Old Testament.—Seven lectures by Dr. Jas. H. Breasted, the Univer- 
sity of Chicago (six illustrated with the stereopticon, presenting 500 views), 
on “ Egypt — its History and Civilization”: (1) “Topography, Scenes, and 
People of Egypt ;”’ (2) ‘ The Old Empire — the Pyramids and their Builders ;” 
(3) “ The Middle Empire -— the Feudal State ;” (4) “‘ The New Empire— the 
Military State ;’’ (5) Egyptian Art ;” (6) Egyptian Literature ;” (7) ‘*Israel 
in Egypt.’ Two lectures by Dr. Bowen: “ The Golden Age of Western 
Asia;"’ “The Characteristics of Hebrew History.” In response to a request 
made at the last session of the Institute, Professor Purinton, of Cobb Divinity 
School, will conduct a daily class in Hebrew, reading the book of Jonah and 
other portions of the minor prophets. 


2. The New Testament.—-Seven lectures by Professor A. W. Anthony, of 
Cobb Divinity School, upon ‘‘The Unrecorded Life of Christ’: (1) ‘ The 
Brothers and Playmates of the Child Jesus (2) The Education of Jesus ;” 
(3) “The Home and Early Circumstances of Jesus ;” (4) ‘‘Apocryphal Lives 
of Jesus;"’ (5) ‘‘ Jesus’ Acquaintance and Contact with John the Baptist ;" (6) 
“ Development of the Messianic Consciousness ;”’ (7) “ Temptations of Jesus.” 
Three lectures by Professor Howe, of the same institution, on the epistle to the 
Ephesians: ‘‘ The Book ;” ‘“‘ The Theology of the Epistle ;” “‘ The Ethics of 
the Epistle.” 
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3. The philosophy of religion.— One lecture by President Chase of Bates 
College, ‘‘ The Meaning of Christian Education.” One lecture by President 
Butler of Colby University, ‘“‘ The Psychology of Conversion.” Two lectures 
by Professor Hayes, of Cobb Divinity School: “The Psychology of Chris- 
tian Growth;” “The Ethics of Christian Growth.” Two lectures by Dr. 
Summerbell, Lewiston, Me.: Testament Miracles;” “Faith and 
Fanaticism.” Two lectures by Dr. Stackpole, Auburn, Me.: ‘Revivals, 
Genuine and Spurious ;”’ “ Pseudo-Spirituality.” 

4. Christian sociology.— Five lectures with special reference to the pastor’s 
' needs, by Professor Geer, of Bates College. 


The Bible club work of the Institute still continues to grow. The 
membership to date this year is four thousand, one thousand more 
than at the corresponding date of last year. The Woman’s Club of 
Lansing, Mich., having a membership of eighty, has placed the course 
on the Old Testament sages in its required programme for next year. 
The town of Wooster, O., boasts four clubs, all working on different 
subjects. 


fotes and @pinions. 


The Present Appearance of Jacob’s Well.— Some time since the 
accompanying full-page cut of Jacob’s Well appeared in the BisLicaL 
WoRLD and was criticised by a religious journal as being incorrect. 


ENTRANCE TO JACOB’S WELL 
Before the beginning of the new church 


Although the picture was purchased in Syria, and although its accu- 
racy was well vouched for, it seemed advisable at that time not to 
enter into a discussion of the matter. Since then, however, a visit to 
the site has explained our critic’s failure to recognize the cut, and has 
justified our own opinion. The picture is that of Jacob’s Well, but 
taken from such a point as to show only an opening near the stair- 
way down which travelers are now accustomed to descend in order to 
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enter the little building over the well itself. Apparently it was taken 
before that stairway was opened. The low-vaulted building by which 
' the well is covered is probably a part of a church built over the well 
by the crusaders, and it would seem 
as if the entrance to the true 
mouth of the well was formerly 
through a hole in its top. The 
well is in the midst of a field, now 
completely walled in, and has come 
into the possession of the Greek 
Christians, who are endeavoring to 
raise money to build a new church 
over the vault and well. Some pre- 
liminary excavations have already 

ee PRESENT APPEARANCE OF THE 
been made, and a few beginnings APPROACH TO JACOB'S WELL 
of the new structure. The water in 
the well, in spring, is abundant and delightfully soft and fresh, and 
unlike that of Jordan, when bottled, keeps sweet indefinitely. 


Mizpah.— The Sunday School Times in a recent editorial called 
attention to the anomaly of using the word Mizpah as a symbol of a 


bond of union, and, after having shown how the word was the outcome of 
the enmity between Laban and Jacob, goes on to say: 


In the earliest records we have of oriental civilization, the stone pillar, or 
obelisk, as a boundary landmark stands prominent for the division of the ter- 
ritory of tribes and peoples and kingdoms. This custom prevailed long 
before the day of Laban and Jacob. An accompanying stone-heap as an 
altar, for sacrifice or for a sacramental meal, was commonly near the pillar. 
Each conventional boundary-stone pillar was under the guardianship and 
protection of a local divinity, or of the god worshiped by its setter-up. The 
curse of that divinity was invoked against whoever would remove or destroy 
the boundary mark. The invoked divinity would be always on watch and 
guard for the defense of the boundary, even though the land-owner was at 
the time far away, and ignorant of an effort to violate the covenanted dividing 
line. 

In this instance, Laban and Jacob invoked the Lord God of their fathers 
to watch the agreed boundary, and to protect it from violation from either of 
the covenanting parties. In view of the clearly established purpose of such a 
border watch-tower, it is somewhat singular that Mzzfah has come to be 
regarded as a sacred bond of union, instead of as an assurance of per- 
manent division. 
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A somewhat similar misappropriation of words despite their con- 
text —a fault all too common in current religious literature—is to be 
seen in the use of the words of Jesus, “The poor ye have always with 
_ you,” as a part of his teaching to give money in charity. As a matter 
of fact, they were a part of arebuke Jesus uttered to one who suggested 
that money be so used! 


Resch on ra Adya “Inoot.— Dr. Alfred Resch, in an interesting, half- 
autobiographical account of his Aussercanonische Paralleltexte con- 
tributed by him to the volume of Zheologische Studien published in 
honor of the seventieth birthday of Bernhard Weiss, devotes several 
pages to a summary of his view as to the language in which Jesus 
probably spoke, and in which the original gospel was written. Although 
it had seemed as if discussion had about completed its circle in this 
matter, the monumental work of Resch has at least opened it once more. 
For his efforts at reconstructing an original Hebrew gospel, as well 
as his study, Die Ursprache des vorcanonischen Evangeliums, although 
they have not yet been received with general favor, are not to be 
disregarded. In the present essay he sharply criticises Wellhausen 
for saying that all we know of the matter is that Jesus spoke in 
Aramaic and that his sayings were written in that language. ‘“ All we 
know,” says Resch, “is that Jesus a/so spoke Aramaic, especially in 
Galilee. That he spoke exclusively and only Aramaic we do not 
know.” He finds arguments for the use of Hebrew by Jesus in that 
he is called rabbi by all classes, and that he used the Hebrew Scrip- 
tures at a time when there was no Aramaic Targum. In the light of 
this probability that Jesus used both Hebrew and Aramaic, Resch 
goes on to argue that the writer of the original gospel used Hebrew 
from the facts that, in the time of Jesus, southern Palestine was 
bilingual, the Galilean Aramaic had not become a literary language, 
and, especially, that Hebrew was the language used for both literary 
and religious purposes. Resch is led, therefore, to interpret the. title 
7a Ady. “Inood of the work said by Papias to have been written by 
Matthew as a Greek translation of the Hebrew 330" "23. Thus it 
is the same as the Hebrew expressions so common in the Old Testa- 
ment (¢. g., 1 Kings 11:41) used as titles of historical sources 
(geschichtliche Quellenschriften) of a biographical nature. The original 
writing of Matthew, according to this interpretation, was, therefore, 
not a mere collection of sayings, but contained also biographical 
narrative material. The paper, as a whole, is a good summary of the 
views of Resch expressed elsewhere in great detail. 
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Sunday-School Reform.—In the last number of the Ladies’ Home 
Journal a page is devoted to a severe editorial upon the “ Decay of the 
Sunday School.” While we are hardly prepared to say with it 
that “the average Sunday school of today is a rebuke to intelligence 
and a discredit to the church,” it is certainly capable of improvement. 
The reforms which the present critic recommends are the choice: of 
better superintendents and the abolition of male teachers in favor of 
women who have leisure during the week. We venture to think the 
editorial displays both in its diagnosis and its remedy an ignorance 
of actual conditions. To elect first-class superintendents is, of course, 
desirable. It may be desirable—but we most emphatically question 
it —to remove all male teachers and to substitute women, but a Sun- 
day school is no more a means of amusing children and stirring religious 
feelings than it is social organization. It is a place where children, 
young people, and mature men and women are to be instructed in the 
teachings of the Bible. To overlook this end of the Sunday school is 
to overlook its chief need. What the Sunday school really wants is not 
so much better superintendents, and refined women teachers, as teach- 
ers who know what and how to teach. Unless we can enlist the intel- 
ligence of the rising generations, we had better cease to hope to control 
their morals. In the meantime such agitation as it is to be hoped is 
inaugurated by the editor of the Ladies’ Home Journal, although it 
does not strike the root of the matter, is to be welcomed as one means 
of turning attention to the present condition of Sunday-school work. 


Inverted History.— Zenker in his Anarchism (p. 14) makes the 
following remark: “It must not be forgotten that Christianity was at 
first a proletarian movement, and that a great part of its adherents 
certainly did not join it merely with the hope of a return to the origi- 
nal state of Paradise zx a future world. Perhaps (thought they) this 
Paradise might be attainable in this world.” This is a fair specimen 
of the nonsense that is being written about early Christianity. It is 
characteristic of some minds to write history —especially Christian 
_ history — without troubling themselves about facts. But such histori- 

cal phantasmagorias pale before those of writers upon social subjects 
' who stray into the region of the New Testament. If a man wanted to 
say exactly what primitive Christianity did not believe, he could hardly 
do better than appropriate the deliverance of this theological amateur. 


Spnopses of Emportant Articles. 


Dip JoHN PREACH BAPTISM FOR THE REMISSION OF SINS? By AGNES 
SMITH Lewis, in Zhe Expositor, March, 1898. 


Is THE phrase “unto remission of sins” (Mark 11: 30; Luke 20: 4) 
logically and grammatically dependent upon “baptism” or “repent- 
ance”? The Council of Nicea decided for the former construc- 
tion. Was it correct? Baptism and repentance are two perfectly 
distinct ideas, and the grammatical dependence of the phrase cannot 
be upon them both. Grammar here gives no help. If an appeal be 
made to experience, it is at once apparent that, beautiful as is the rite 
of baptism, it has had no appreciable effect whatever on the life of 
those to whom it has been administered. It must always be accom- 
panied by repentance and the forsaking of sins. Is this idea of forsak- 
ing implied in d@eos, “remission”? It may well be suspected that 
such a thought was not altogether absent from John’s mind, and it isa 
fact that in the Syriac versions the words by which it is translated are 
formed from a root whose common root is “to forsake.” Remission 
of sins is impossible without repentance, and repentance never occurs 
without “remission.” It therefore follows that the phrase in question 
is logically dependent upon the word “repentance” and not on “ bap- 
tism.” 

This article of Mrs. Lewis is interesting, not alone from its theological relations, 
but from the light which it casts from Syriac versions upon the interpretation of the 


words in question. It is, however, a fair question whether the Greek word dd@eors in 
itself expresses the idea of “ forsaking.” 


S. M. 


ZUR CHRONOLOGIE DES LEBENS PauLI. By PROFESSOR EMIL SCHURER, 
in Zeitschrift fiir wissenschaftliche Theologie, January, 1898. 


In this article Professor Schiirer crosses swords with Professor 
Harnack, and incidentally with O. Holtzmann and Blass, in defense 
of the date of the recall of Felix which Schiirer advocates in his 
History of the Jewish People in the Time of Jesus Christ (E. Tr., I, ii, 182, 
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note). He begins with a thorough examination of the credibility of 
the Chronicle of Eusebius, which is Harnack’s reliance in his revision 
of the customary chronology. We are furnished with a table giving 
in parallel columns from the three forms in which the Chronicle of 
Eusebius is preserved to us all the data which it offers concerning the 
history of the Jews, from the death of Herod to the outbreak of the great 
war. These are then critically examined in connection with the writ- 
ings of Josephus, with a view to discovering whether Eusebius had access 
to sources of information other than Josephus in the arrangement of his 
Annals. This investigation results in certain conclusions: (1) the text 
of Jerome is preferable to the Armenian version of the Chronicle; (2) 
in almost every case the Chronicle is manifestly dependent on Josephus 
for its information, and generally it follows the shorter of his works, 
the Jewish War; (3) in a few cases both the Antiquities and the Jewish 
War are used, as in determining the date of the accession of Felix as 
the eleventh year of Claudius; (4) in some cases where Josephus fur- 
nishes no date, Eusebius has inferred one from the context, and not 
always correctly. The plan of his work necessitated his giving some 
date. In particular, Eusebius’ date for the accession of Festus, the 
2d of Nero, is due to such a guess, since neither of the works of 
Josephus furnishes a date, but simply indicates that Felix continued in 
the government after Nero came to the throne. The only source 
known to us other than Josephus from which Eusebius or his prede- 
cessor, Julius Africanus, could have drawn is Justus of Tiberius; but, 
however useful he may have been in earlier parts of the work of 
Eusebius, in the part here under consideration he could have been of 
no service, since his history treated only of the Jewish mgs, so would 
hardly have furnished the story of the Roman procurators. — 

The objection that is commonly raised against the late date for the 
recall of Felix—that Pallas fell into disfavor in 55, and so could not 
have assisted his brother Felix at the later time—is met by the double 
consideration : (1) That the date of the deposition of Pallas, according 
to Tacitus ‘February, A. D. 55), is so soon after the beginning of 
Nero’s reign (October, A.D. 54) that the recall of Felix by Nero and 
his arrival in Rome before his brother’s downfall is impossible. 
This Harnack has seen, and has sought escape by conjecturing an 
error in Tacitus. But Schiirer remarks: “If in these things anything 
at all is certain, it is the chronology of Tacitus, which is arranged 
annalistically, and sets the downfall of Pallas in February, 55.” (2) 
Moreover, that Pallas was deposed does not indicate that he lost all 
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influence. He still retained “a very respectable amount of power,” 


and it is altogether possible that by 60 he was again a man of influ- 
ence. His death does not fall until 62. 

The new chronology is further untenable in view of the fact that 
the conversion of Paul in the year 30 is impossible, since there is need 
for at least a few years between the death of Christ and that conversion 
to allow for the growth of the church and its persecution. Moreover, 
the uprising led by the Egyptian mentioned in Acts 21:38, which was 
a thing of the past before Paul was brought before Felix, occurred in 
the time of Nero, according to Josephus (Am7¢., XX, 8, 4-6). Schiirer 
also approves of Ramsay’s argument (Zxfositor, March, 1897) that 
Gallio could not have been proconsul in Corinth until some time 
after 49. 

The general lines of the criticism have now been frequently traced — beginning 
with the article of Ramsay to which Dr. Schiirer refers. The noteworthy feature of 
this article is the removal of the Chronicle of Eusebius from the class of independent 


witnesses to the chronology of the New Testament period. 
RHEEs. 


THE NEWTON THEOLOGICAL INSTITUTION. 


Das ReicH GOTTES IN DEN PSALMEN. Von Pastor J. BOEHMER; 
Neue kirchliche Zeitschrift, VIIl. Jahrgang, pp. 620-51; 746- 
63; 819-37. 

Tue book of Psalms —a collection of the religious songs of Israel 
—mirrors the conceptions which were associated with the kingdom 
of Jahweh from the period of the kings till a time long after the 
exile. 

It is important to investigate how representations of Jahweh’s 
kingdom which had been based upon the historico-religious develop- 
ment of Israel grew into prophetic announcements in the light of 
pious subjectivity, and appeared in poetic garb — which of these rep- 
resentations found acceptance, and how they modified, and what con- 
tribution they made to, the establishment of the hope of Israel. 

We will not investigate Messianic wisdom as such, nor will we 
represent the Messianic hope. Stade has attempted the latter, but, in 
view of his exegetical tortures and unscientific method, he has simply 
begged the question. We now examine exegetically two kinds of 
Psalms, which sometimes run parallel, sometimes cross each other, viz., 
those which deal with the kingdom of Jahweh without any mention of 
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an earthly king ; and, second, those which tie themselves to a king 
who shall succeed David. 

I. The kingdom of Jahweh, according to exegetical determination 
and connected description, is found in Pss. 93, 95, 99, 24, 29, 49, 
10, 48, 149, 47, 146, 145, 22, 66, 87, 95, 93, 96, and 98, with the fol- 
lowing general characteristics: (1) there is within it a great diversity 
of religious representation ; (2) we can trace the steps from the old- 
est times, when Jahweh was a god of war and leader of hosts, on 
through the period of his princely Israelitish national character, to a 
time when a// peoples may bring their petitions to him. He was 
known first through nature, then through history, then through the 
word. 

II. The Davidic kingdom with reference to the kingdom of Jahweh, 
exegetically investigated in Pss. 20, 21, 2, 45, 72, 89, 132, and 110, 
gives the following general results: (1) the Psalms were written 
largely from a prophetic point of view; (2) they conceive that in the 
present king and his descendants the promises given to David shall be 
realized ; (3) the Davidic king exists everywhere only in connection 
with Jahweh. 

A comparison of the conception of the kingdom of Jahweh and 
of the ideal Davidic king (in the Psalms) shows that these are not mutu- 
ally exclusive. The picture of the future is essentially the same in 
each, but occasionally the Davidic kingdom passes wholly into that of 
_ Jahweh. The Jahweh kingdom stands by itself, has all in itself; the 
Davidic kingdom as such is nothing, it is completely dependent upon 
Jahweh. The Davidite is always a national Israelitic ruler, while 
Jahweh appears as king of the world, though revealed thus far only in 
Israel. When the Davidite needs power, Jahweh appears with him, for 
him, andin him. The kingdom of David is /os¢ in Jahweh’s kingdom, 
and the people but rarely bind the hope of Israel to a king of David’s 
house, a personal Messiah. ; 

III. The kingdom of God in the Psalms, as set within the Old Tes- 
tament canon. As long as Israel existed, there was a king Jahweh, even 
as far back as Moses, if not farther, but the conception in early times 
was by no means prominent. Throughout the Pentateuch Jahweh is 
spoken of as king only three times, and these passages are in doubt. 
In fact, in all preéxilic writings the name King Jahweh or a hint of it 
is found but seldom. Still we may find Psalms in preéxilic times in 
which King Jahweh appears, ¢. g., Pss. 5 and 24. With the exile comes 
a complete change. The fall of the kingdom of David, and especially 
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the contact with great kingdoms like Assyria, Chaldea, and -Persia, 
brought the Israelites to look upon Jahweh (who until now had been 
Israel’s king) as lord over all the world-rulers. Here takes place an 
extensive broadening and decisive inner enrichment of the kingdom 
of Jahweh. After the exile Jahweh is called king much more fre- 
quently. In exilic and post-exilic pieces of Isaiah Jahweh is called 
king six times; in Isaiah proper only once. ‘Twice he is so called in 
additions to Jeremiah; thrice in Zech. 14, etc. 

Before the exile the summing up of the hope of Israel is never 
designated by the royal title of Jahweh; after the exile it is found 
seven times. Chronicles and Daniel employ the royal name as savior 
for all, only to emphasize his majesty, everlastingness, and dominion. 
First in the Psalms, and in the Psalms only, is he celebrated as king 
in the sense that he brings salvation to all peoples. Hence the Psalms 
with this conception are certainly post-exilic. 

To the Psalmist the personality of Jahweh stood so much in the 
foreground that he gave no description of the territory, laws, functions, 
etc., of the kingdom. He was not interested in contemporaneous 
history or the events of his time, but only in Jahweh himself, his per- 
son and his majesty. Detailed exegesis shows that the Psalmist speaks 
of no chasm between the present and the future in which the king 
shall appear with power and salvation for the world. Psalms which 
make the contents of Jahweh’s kingdom salvation for Israel and for 
the Gentiles are exilic or post-exilic, Psalms which present the abstract 
kingdom of Jahweh were composed long after the exile. The appli- 
cation of these facts will determine the date of composition of a num- 
ber of Psalms. Before the exile, and during the exile, the hope of 
salvation of Israel hung on David’s line. But, beginning in the exile, 
this conception was being pushed to the background, and after Zech- 
ariah all hope is centered in Jahweh the king. We may place Psalms 
like 20, 21, 61 between 950-600 B. C.; Psalms like 2, 45,72 between 
750-600 B. C.; Psalins like 89, 132 immediately after the exile. 

After all our examination we conclude that the kingdom of 
Jahweh and the Davidic kingdom stood in close relation, partly 
together, and partly inside of each other, partly exclusive of each 
other. 

The teaching of Jesus Christ on the kingdom of God corresponds 
more nearly to the picture of the Psalms than that of any other writ- 
ing. Christ practically leaves out of account the Davidic kingdom, 
never emphasizing it; but he announces complete salvation as pro- 
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ceeding from the kingdom of Jahweh. He puts new life into the old 
phrase “the kingdom of God’”’ by emphasizing the personality of God 
and by substituting for king, Father. 


Any investigation that may furnish criteria for the dating of the Psalms must be 
most warmly received by scholars. ‘lo this end the author has made a real contribu- 
tion. His method is scientific throughout, though it is to be regretted that he has not 
made clearer his order of treatment in Pt. 3. !n the argument the author assumes, 
perhaps, too much, occupying a rather extreme position as to the date of composition 
of the Old Testament writings. Especially valuable is the detailed and careful 
exegesis of the Psalms. 

THEODORE A. GESSLER. 


and 


THE Polychrome Bible is republished in London by James Clarke 
& Co. 


THE Mew Dictionary of the Bible, Vol. 1, issued by T. & T. Clark 
in England, and sold by Scribner’s in this country, covers ““A— Feasts.” 


BisHoP VINCENT, of the Methodist Episcopal church, has been 
elected a member of the general committee of the Palestine Exploration 
Fund. 


M. J. REINACH will soon publish a work descriptive of his excavations 
at Sippara, which he does not identify as the Sepharvaim of the Old 
Testament. 


Major C. R. Conber is busily engaged upon a volume dealing with 
the Hittite question. Messrs. Blackwood, of London, will publish it 
at an early day. 


Tue British and Foreign Bible Society will receive the sum of 
£80,000 under the will of the late Rev. E. Norman Pochin, vicar of 
Barkley, Leicestershire, England. 


PROFESSOR AHLWARDT, Of Berlin, has just completed his task of 
cataloguing and describing all the Arabic MSS. in the Berlin library, a 
task to which he has devoted twenty-four years. 


Tue Army Scripture Readers’ Society for Scotland employs eight 
readers who daily visit barrack-rooms, hospitals, camps, and prisons, as 
well as families of the officers, to read to them messages of the. gospel. 


The American Bible Society has received during the eleven months 
of its fiscal year from auxiliary societies, individuals, and churches 
$74,245, exceeding by $27,297 the receipts of the same period last year. 


Rev. WiLL1AM F. Mouton, D.D., master of Leys school, Cam- 
bridge, England, has recently died. A notice of his eminent con- 
tributions to New Testament scholarship will appear in the May number 
of the BisLicaL WorLD. 
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Rev. HENRY GEORGE TOMPKINS’ Adraham and His Age, a new vol- 
ume in the Bible Students’ Library, issued by Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
is, in reality, a new edition of his Studies in the Times of Abraham, pub- 
lished nineteen years ago, and long since out of print. 


PROFESSOR HERMANN CREMER, of Greifswald, has been called to 
the University of Berlin to fill the chair made vacant by the resigna- 
tion of Professor Schatter, but he has promptly declined what has 
been regarded as the height of ambition of a German professor. 


PROFESSOR CHARLES A. Briccs, of Union Theological Seminary, 
describes in Scribner's Magazine for March his discovery of the Cash- 
book of the oldest missionary society now existing, which aided in the 
spread of the gospel in New England among the Pilgrim fathers. 


WiLBert W. Wuite, Pu.D., college secretary of College Young 
Men’s Christian Association, of Calcutta, has recently taken a trip to 
Ceylon under the auspices of the Student Volunteer Movement for 
Home Missions in India and Ceylon, to attend three student confer- 
ences. An exceedingly interesting account of his trip, contained in 
“‘ Report Letter No. 5,” describes Jaffna, Colombo (Ceylon), and Palam- 
cottah (near Tinevelly, South India). 


THEODORE HANFORD POND, an artist of Boston, formerly a resident 
of Beirut, Syria, is organizing a students’ tour of Lebanon, in the foot- 
steps of the crusaders, which is to leave New York on June 18. The 
programme is certainly a novel one, not only in that he intends to 
spend the summer in Palestine, but also that he especially plans to go 
through the region of Lebanon mountains in which many remains of 
the crusaders’ castles are to be examined. He has already made 
arrangements with several persons to join the expedition, and we shall 
look to its results with great interest. 


Book Rebdiews. 


Scientific Aspects of Christian Evidences. By G. FREDERICK 
Wricut. New York: D. Appleton & Co., 1898. Pp. 
xii+ 350, 8vo. $1.50. 


When Canon Gore brought out Romanes’ Thoughts on Religion, 
he rough-hewed the path for a work which might stimulate and arouse 
the religious interest of many whose respect for their own learning 
and powers of reasoning had led them into paths diverging from those 
followed by orthodox churchmen. It is to be regretted that Romanes 
himself was not able to furnish such a work as he proposed, for he was 
especially endowed with the religious aspirations, fidelity to truth, and 
philosophical training required for the accomplishment of such a task. 
The present work meets in some degree the want of such a work in 
that it furnishes the reader with an attractive presentation of the bases 
of Christian belief as viewed by one who has spent his life in teaching 
one of the sciences. | 

The author presents for consideration two theses, which may be 
stated as follows: (1) the popular conception of the extent of abso- 
lute scientific knowledge is an exaggeration, since “it is still as true as 
ever that ‘what we know is as nothing to what we know not;’” (2) 
the facts of Christianity are proved beyond any reasonable doubt, and 
therefore may serve as a satisfactory basis for religious hope and activity. 

To establish the first of these theses Professor Wright devotes two 
chapters to limits of scientific thought and the paradoxes extant in 
scientific hypotheses. Assuming the position of “pure agnosticism” 
as defined by Romanes, it is evident that the mind is in a state of per- 
fect suspense, and that the final judgment is in abeyance. Such a 
point of vantage leads to the view that the origin of life is still a 
mystery ; that it is not known that existing physical conditions have 
existed indefinitely ; that physical sciences do not rule out providen- 
tial interference; and that even such well-accepted “laws” as those 
of gravitation and the atomic constitution are not free from serious 
paradoxes. These two chapters are evidently intended to induce a 
state of positive humility respecting everything beyond the realm of 
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observable phenomena; and to show that “religious philosophy does 
not by any means possess a monopoly of all of the mysteries of 
existence.” 

The chapter on “ Mediate Miracles” introduces many of the inci- 
dents which have been the object of ridicule for unsympathetic readers. 
Many of these incidents, such as the escape from Nazareth or the 
appearance of Christ after the resurrection, are regarded as instances 
in which the miraculous element is probably introduced into explana- 
tions without due warrant ; others, such as the passage of the Red Sea 
or the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, arise from “ miraculous 
adaptation of the laws of nature rather than a direct suspension of 
them ;”’ while others, such as the second state of Lot’s wife or the 
pausing of the sun for Joshua, are regarded as marginal interpolations 
or poetic outbursts. By far the greater portion of this chapter is 
devoted to the Noachian deluge as narrated in the different texts 
and as related to geological history. Since the author apparently 
adopts the view of a local subsidence, it seems somewhat out of pro- 
portion to devote so much time to a consideration of the glacial 
period, the formation of loess, and the views of Prestwich on the sub- 
mergence of western Europe, especially as he does not attempt to show 
any other than the most general relation between the local event of 
short period and the more general events of longer duration. This 
chapter with the two preceding it serve as a transition to the second 
preparation, which occupies the remainder of the book. 

That the facts of Christian belief are proven beyond reasonable 
doubt depends on the truthfulness of the gospels and the writing of 
these accounts before the close of the apostolic times. Both of these 
conditions are established by the evidences which are derived from the 
recent discoveries of texts Jike the Syriac Codex or the Diatessaron, 
and the internal evidences of time and truthfulness. It is to an expla- 
nation of the bearing of the recent work in criticism and archeology 
that the author devotes several of the later chapters, in which he brings 
together the main facts in a way that renders them available to the lay 
mind. 

While the book might be improved by condensing certain portions 
(e. g., chap. vi), Professor Wright is to be congratulated on presenting 
so many facts in a form which renders them accessible to students at a 
time when their faith is shaken by their first essays in scientific thinking. 


Epwarp B. MATHEWS. 
Jouns Hopkins UNIVERSITY. 
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The Interlinear Literal Translation of the Hebrew Old Testament 
with the King James Version and the Revised Version printed 
in the margins for ready reference. With Tablés of Hebrew 
Verbs and Hebrew Alphabet. By Grorce RICKER Berry, 
Pu.D., Colgate University. Part I, Genesis and Exodus. New 
York: Hinds & Noble, Cooper Union Institute, 1897. 


This book, as its title implies, has the Hebrew text, with its trans- 
lation in English, immediately under it, line for line. According to 
the Hebrew order, it reads from right to left, and observes with all 
possible exactness the Hebrew construction and arrangement of the 
words in the sentence. 

It is by no means a free or smooth translation, but faithfully aims 
to be literal—the Hebrew in English—giving as far as possible the 
etymological graphic meaning of the Hebrew figure. The same word 
is uniformily translated whenever possible, thus avoiding confusion. 
Fortunately the work is not encumbered, and the page is not loaded 
down and obscured with footnotes and marginal readings and a 
bewildering maze of references of a purely philosophical and _ philo- 
logical and technical character, of use only to the expert and the 
specialist. The Hebrew text is sharp and clear, and the typography 
of the work is excellent; the Hebrew text, with the literal translation 
immediately under, occupies the middle and the greater portion of the 
page; while the Authorized Version is in a narrow column to the left, 
and the Revision in a narrow column to the right. The wide spacing 
of the Hebrew text is a very great advantage, making the words very 
conspicuous. 

This book will do a considerable service for two classes of Bible stu- 
dents — the one who is rusty or deficient in his Hebrew, and the one 
who has never studied Hebrew at all. It will be a great help to the 
former, because he will have there before him a beautiful, clear Hebrew 
text, and in the Hebrew order a /t/eral translation. Reading these he 
will be enabled easily to review former studies. The memory is 
revived and refreshed, until, before he is aware of it, he has been 
beguiled into the study, and perhaps mastery, of the Old Testament in 
the original Hebrew. 

It will also greatly aid one who has never studied the language, 
because it will give him the Hebrew order, construction, and also the 
literal meaning, and all in the English, so that, while he may not know 
the Hebrew, he will, nevertheless, get, so to speak, the Hebrew flavor. 

KITTREDGE WHEELER. 
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La Bible Francaise de Calvin. Livres des Saintes Ecritures tra- 
duits ou revisés par le Réformateur tirés de ses ceuvres et 
accompagnés de variantes d’autres versions du 16° siécle. 
Par Epovarp Reuss. Tome Premier. Livres de L’ Ancien 
Testament. Brunswick: C. A. Schwetschke et Fils, 1897. 
Pp. xvi+ 911, 8vo. 


This is a posthumous publication of that venerable veteran of biblical 
research, whose life and work were such an honor and decoration to the 
University of Strassburg through long decades of this century. The title 
of this work is misleading. Calvin never left to subsequent generations 
a French Bible. But the author cites several passages in his writings 
to prove the point that Calvin did some specific work of revision on the 
. texts of hisday. The citations are full of interest, but the certain proof 
is not forthcoming. The most that these passages prove is that Calvin 
probably had a hand in certain revisions made in his day. That he 
issued no edition strictly his own seems certain from lack of evidence 
in his own and in the writings of his contemporaries. This Zome 
Premier, too, contains not the whole Old Testament, but the Hexa- 
teuch, the Psalms, Job, Isaiah, and Hosea. The text of the Hexateuch 
is compiled from (1) the Bible of Olivetan (edition of 1635), (2) that 
printed by Girard (in 1646), (3) that of Crespin (of 1554), (4) that of 
Barbier and Courteau (of 1559), and (5) the commentary of Calvin on 
Genesis. This text then gives us the net resultant of a comparison of all 
the editions mentioned above, between 1535 and 1564. The French 
text of the Psalms is compiled ‘from Calvin’s commentary printed in 
1558, with the variants of the Olivetan edition, of the Geneva editions 
of 1546, 1554, 1559, and of the edition of his commentary of 1563. The 
text of Job is extracted from a volume of Calvin’s sermons printed in 
1563 with variants of the Olivetan and Genevan Bibles prior to this 
epoch. The text of Isaiah is a product from the commentary of Calvin 
printed in 1552, with the variants of the Olivetan edition, of the Gene- 
van Bibles of 1546, 1554, 1559, and of the edition of the commentary 
of 1572. The concluding text of the volume, the prophet Hosea, is 
that found in Calvin’s Latin commentary printed in 1557, with vari- 
ants of that of Olivetan, and of the Genevan Bibles of 1546, 1554, and 
of 1559. 

Professor Reuss has ingeniously gathered from various works of 
the reformer definite statements and hints on texts and textual points 
in certain books, and has constructed therefrom what seemed to him 
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the French text that Calvin would have made for himself. The result- 
ant has its value, in spite of possible disagreements as to the interpre- 
tation of Calvin’s words. Scholars, especially those of the biblical 
work of the Reformation period, will welcome this contribution to 
textual material. PRICE. 


The Prophecies of Jesus Christ, relating to his Death, Resurrec- 
tion, and Second Coming, and their Fulfillment. By Dr. 
PauL ScHWARTZKOPFF, Professor of Theology, Gottingen. 
Translated by Neil Buchanan. Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 
1897; New York: Imported by Chas. Scribner’s Sons. Pp. 
xi+328, 12mo. Cloth, $1.75. 


This is an able discussion of the prophecies of Jesus which must 
‘command every reader’s respect for its ability, seriousness, and thor- 
oughness. Its method and its spirit deserve only praise. Its treat- 
ment of the presuppositions is, indeed, far from being satisfactory ; its 
attempt to establish the fallibility of Jesus on the ground of his apparent 
belief in the existence of demons and his treatment of Psalm 110 involve 
a too confident assumption that the common view of modern criticism 
is wholly right on these two matters, and, at the same time, makes too 
little allowance for accommodation on the part of Jesus. Yet the writer 
fulfills his promise that these presuppositions shall not warp the succeed- 
ing discussion, so that the main body of the work remains unaffected 
by them. The main theses of the book are the following: Jesus did 
really predict both his death and his resurrection ; he predicted, more- 
over, that he would rise on the third day ; this phrase, however, is to be 
understood in the sense which it bears in Hos. 6: 2 and Luke 13: 32, 
“after a little while;” the basis of Jesus’ confidence in his resurrection 
was his consciousness: of God’s love for him,and of his own relation 
as Messiah to the kingdom of God; Jesus did, in fact, rise from the 
dead and appeared to his disciples; the religious significance of the 
resurrection lies in the fact of the “exaltation of Jesus to an infinitely 
sublime and central sphere of religious power,” and since a bodily 
resurrection is neither an indispensable condition nor the only pos- 
sible evidence of such exaltation, such a resurrection is not a necessary 
element of Christianity ; nevertheless, the evidence does, on the whole, 
establish the conclusion that the grave was empty on the third 
day, and that the disciples’ belief in the resurrection was based neither 
on a subjective nor an objective “vision,” but on a veritable appear- 
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ance of Jesus himself. As respects Jesus’ prediction of his second 
coming, Schwartzkopff maintains that this must be identified with that 
of his resurrection. The statements of Jesus that he would rise on the 
third day and that he would come again in this generation are only 
different forms of the same thing, both meaning that after his death 
he would soon return to take up again and carry to completion the 
work of the kingdom on earth; the question of the precise time of 
his coming was one which the religious consciousness of his relation 
to God and his mission could not decide; on this point, therefore, he 
was liable to form an erroneous impression; his expectation has, in 
fact, failed of realization in three particulars: the resurrection and the 
second coming did not, in fact, coincide ; the resurrection came earlier 
than he anticipated it, fulfilling his prediction in a literal sense of the 
phrase “‘on the third day ;” and the second coming did not occur 


within a generation, has not, indeed, yet occurred ; whether it will ever 
occur in the sense in which Jesus expected it, “human knowledge is 
too limited to be able to decide with certainty.” 

It is this last portion of the discussion which raises most serious 
doubt in the reader’s mind. It may be freely admitted on the basis 
of Jesus’ own testimony that he did not possess distributive omnisci- 
ence respecting the future, even his own future. It may be granted 


that a large part of his utterances can be traced back to certain funda- 
mental principles and primal elements of his consciousness. But 
aside from the question whether we are justified in making our mind 
the measure of his to the extent of denying to him the possession of 
all knowledge which we cannot thus prove that he must have possessed, 
the view of Schwartzkopff attributes to Jesus the solemn affirmation of 
things which were not true and which he could not have known. Is 
not this an immorality inconsistent with the sinlessness which Schwartz- 
kopff attributes to Jesus— inconsistent with the self-knowledge and 
sincerity which we are compelled to attribute to him? Not to know 
involves no moral imperfection ; to use current phraseology on a matter 
concerning which one has no definite knowledge involves no insincer- 
ity; but solemnly to affirm what one only guesses to be true involves 
either a self-ignorance which prevents discrimination between well- 
founded convictions and mere impressions, or an insincerity which 
permits one to put forth the latter as if they were the former. Does 
not the evidence of the New Testament definitely exclude both of these 
in the case of Jesus? Did he not above all things know himself, and 
the limitations of his own knowledge; was he not absolutely sincere in 
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his earnestness? The argument of Schwartzkopff at this point does 
not convince us. But thoughtful students of the New Testament will 
find the book, as a whole, well worthy their careful reading. 


E. D. 


The Veracity of the Hexateuch. A Defense of the Historic 
Character of the First Six Books of the Bible. By SaMuEL 
Cotcorp BarTLettT, D.D., LL.D., ex-President of Dart- 
mouth College. Chicago, New York, Toronto: Fleming H. 
Revell Co. Pp. xi+ 404, 8vo. Cloth, $1. 


One cannot help feeling admiration in opening a book in which 
an octogenarian has recorded the results of many years’ successful study 
of the Old Testament, with reference to much of the latest literature. 
Evidently like Moses, of whom he writes, his eye is not dim nor his 
natural force abated. 

Every evangelical scholar must be in heartiest sympathy with the 
object of the book. He writes for the edification of those who cannot 
accept the Hexateuch as possessing divine authority unless its veracity 
in fact, as well as in intent, as a record of actual events can be estab- 
lished. 

It is difficult to change habits of the body, but much more difficult 
to change those of the mind, especially if they have to do with the 
most sacred convictions. Many a man feels as mournfully with regard 
to the new criticism as Mary with respect to the removal of the body 
of Jesus: “‘They have taken away my Lord, and I know not where 
they have laid him.” But the church must reach the position where it 
will hold that criticism can no more take away the fact that the Old 
Testament is a record of God’s ancient revelation to Israel than that 
any human power could fetter the movements of the resurrection 
body of Jesus. While it is well to show confirmations of biblical 
records, it is not well to lead the church to pin its faith to such con- 
firmations. The unique authority of Christ and his office as the 
Savior of men does not depend on the literal accuracy of the first three 
chapters of Genesis as sober history, nor on the accuracy of every 
detail in the first six books. It is hurtful to make claims that cannot 
be held regarding the origin and composition of the Hexateuch. The 
chief defect of Dr. Bartlett’s book is in using arguments and drawing 
conclusions that cannot stand. I quite agree with Dr. Bartlett that 
the tendency of the present literary criticism, as applied to the parti- 
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tion of the documents, is to a reductio ad absurdum. But it must be 
remembered that the literary criticism of the Hexateuch is not to be 
judged merely by logical formulz, but by the ascertainment of facts. 
Facts, once established, cannot be disproved by the follies or extrava- 
gances of investigators. Even such conservative scholars as Hommel 
and Klostermann admit the existence of different documents in the 
Hexateuch. Such an admission seems to be a necessity in the light 
of modern investigations. Dr. Green’s recent volumes, which Dr. 
Bartlett considers easier to ignore than to answer, keen as they are, 
have not overthrown the main features of the analysis, since many . 
explanations are required for the contrary contention where the one 
theory of different documents suffices. 

Furthermore, the principle claimed that, since tests made of three- 
fourths of the narrative from Jesus to Joshua are favorable to its 
authenticity, the remaining fourth must also be authentic, is not in 
itself a good argument when we remember that modern investigation 
has shown that the earliest chapters of ancient national history are 
mythical. Of course, Dr. Bartlett might say that the Old Testament 
is on an entirely different plane as a divine book, but he does not dis- 
tinctly make this claim. 

The brief discussion of the priesthood and the codes near the end 
of the volume does not strengthen the book. The codes, so diverse 
from each other in many particulars, furnish the most difficult problem 
to the traditionalist, who ascribes their origin to one man in less than 
forty years, under the stationary conditions of ancient society. Dr. 
Bartlett says that Moses would see the necessity of such exact pre- 
scriptions at the very beginning of Israel’s history. But according 
to the history and the testimony of the Old Testament itself, the 
great bulk of the priestly statutes were without force until the time of 
Ezra. 

Dr. Bartlett does not too strongly condemn the view that the laws 
gathered in the Pentateuch under the name of Moses were a forgery. 
We may rather suppose that they arose as occasion required on the 
basis of ancient Mosaic law, and were finally written down in that col- 
lection which bore his name, as the collection of psalms bore the name 
of David, and Proverbs that of Solomon. But the conclusion toward 
which Dr. Bartlett’s discussion seems to aim, that Moses is the author 
of the Pentateuch largely in its present form, is not justified. 


SAMUEL IvEs CuRTIss. 
CHICAGO THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 
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Buddhism and Its Christian Critics. By Dr. Paut Carus. Chi- 
cago: Open Court Publishing Co., 1897. Pp. 316, 8vo. 
Cloth, $1.25. 


The reader who fears as thoroughgoing a polemic in this book as 
the title might indicate is doomed to a pleasant surprise. Only one 
of the six chapters (the last) is specifically polemic, though unfortu- 
nately the author’s bias against Christianity is evident throughout. 

The volume is really a defense of Buddhism. The author’s method 
is, first, to expound Buddhism, as he understands it ; second, to contrast 
with this exposition misrepresentations by Christian scholars. The first 
part he accomplishes in four chapters on the “Origin,” the “ Philosophy,” 
the “‘ Psychological Probiem,” and the “ Basic Concepts of Buddhism.” 
The fifth chapter compares Buddhism and Christianity in order to dis- 
cover in how many points they agree. Last comes the chapter for which 
the book was named and written, on ‘‘ Christian Critics and Buddhism.” 
A preface and a short conclusion make up the rest of the volume. 

It must be observed that the book shows no mark of the author’s 
knowledge of Sanskrit or Pali. Every indication points to second-hand 
knowledge. This is urged, not as a reproach, but as a necessary factor 
in judging the book. In the present state of things, neither Dr. Carus 
nor any other can stand as an authority on Buddhism if he is not at 
home in the languages of Buddhist literature. The natural result of 
this second-hand knowledge is a lack of clearness in presentation. 
Thus the author, in stating the origin of Buddhism from Brahmanism, 
informs us (p. 14) that “the cGoctrines of Brahmanism are contained 
in their sacred writings, called the Vedas.” He proceeds to say in the 
next sentence (on the purpose of sacrifice) that ‘ We read in ‘the Vishnu- 
purdna,”* etc. The uninformed might rashly infer from this that 
the Puranas are Vedas. Although the Puranas are sometimes called 
‘the fifth Veda,’ because the Brahmans refer to them more than to 
the Vedas, yet theyare no more Vedas than the Talmud is the Bible. 
Indeed, the Puranas play the same part in Brahmanism that the 
Talmud did in rabbinical Judaism. 

Again, the author declares that the Buddha did not really deny the 
existence of the soul, only “ the existence of a hypothetical soul-subject” 
(p. 25). But on p. 292 he quoteswith approval from Monier Williams: 
“It (Buddhism) denied any eternal soul or Zgo in man.” In fact, so 
does our author juggle with “Atman” and “soul” that the rev ewer 


*Italized by the reviewer. 
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finds it impossible to discover just what Dr. Carus means to assert or to 
deny of the Buddhist doctrine of the soul. Had Dr. Carus used the 
phrase “permanent individuality” and asserted that Gautama denied 
that, /egerdemain would have been unnecessary. The denial of what 
we mean by “soul” was the foundation of the Buddha’s system. 

Barring some obscurities, and omitting many unnecessary repetitions 
found in the book, the exposition of Buddhism given by Dr. Carus may 
stand as a fair setting forth of the principal points, though, to be sure, 
a better, clearer, and altogether more satisfactory account may be found 
in Rhys Davids’ ‘“ Hibbert Lectures” or in his “ American Lectures.” 

In taking up the last chapter, we must concede that the author has 
just ground for complaint in Christian misrepresentation of ethnic and 
particularly Buddhist religion. Dr. Cust in England has been more 
severe even than Dr. Carus. And our author has said some good things 
in this chapter. Listen to him! ‘I simplystand up for rigid justice, 
and would demand of every missionary a sympathetic comprehension 
of that religion which the people to whom he is sent have embraced.” 
To which we say, Amen ! 

He then criticises several of.the writers on ethnic religions, who 
come fairly enough under censure for lack of “sympathetic comprehen- — 
sion.” Among those whose partisanship is criticised are Du Bose, 
author of Zhe Dragon, mage, and Demon, the Buddhist scholar R. Spence 
Hardy, Charles Gutzlaff, G. Voight, and Adolph Thomas; even Sir 
Monier Williams has not escaped. Many of the points are well made. 
But, after all, the author shows himself as incapable of a “sympathetic 
comprehension ” as those he censures for unfairnessto Buddhism. He 
really proclaims himself a Buddhist, and puts himself beyond the 
possibility of a position sympathetic with Christianity. On p. 293 he 
quotes Monier Williams as follows: “[ Buddhism ] refused to admit 
the existence of a personal Creator, . . . . it denied anyeternal soul 
orego in man;.... it had no true idea of sin, or of the need of 
pardon, and it condemned man to suffer the consequences of his own 
sinful acts without hope of help from any Savior or Redeemer, and 
indeed from any being but himself.” He then proceeds: “Now, as I , 
understand Buddhism, all these drawbacks are its greatest glory; and 
if there is any truth in Christianity, Christianity also must possess these 
very same features.” Ofcourse, after that there is nothing more to say. 
If Christianity must become Buddhism — and that is the logical con- 
sequence, for the essence of Christianity is in what Buddhism denies — 
then there is an end to Christianity. 
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We wish the book had been couched in better English. Forinstance, 
why should we meet five times on one page the barbarism “ mission- 
arize” ? The proof-reading is poorly done, errors are frequent. Apart 
from this the presswork is good and the binding neat. 


Gero. W. GILMORE. 
BANGOR, ME. 


LITERARY NOTES. 


THE last addition to “The Religion of Science Library” is Chinese 
Philosophy, by Paul Carus (Chicago: Open Court Publishing Co.; 
$0.25). Init is given in brief form the outlines of the chief philoso- 
phies, and it is illustrated with symbolical cuts. 


Messrs. Henry Hout & Co. will publish at once A Primer of the 
ible, by Professor W. H. Bennett, M.A., of Hackney College, London, 
which is said to be a very compact and helpful manual for those who 
wish to study the Bible in the light of contemporary criticism. 


WE have received from Longmans, Green & Co. a copy of the new 
issue of the Abridged Life of Jesus, by Alfred Edersheim (Jesus the 
Messiah; $1). The volume is too well known, even in shorter 


form, to require special discussion, but attention may be very well 
called to it once more. 


In Hints on Bible Study, John D. Wattles & Co. (Philadelphia, 
Pa.; $0.75) have gathered together in a little book a series of 
papers which have appeared occasionally during recent years in the 
Sunday School Times. These papers are by some of the most prominent 
of Bible scholars and should be in the hands of every Sunday-school 
teacher. They are naturally short and contain a good deal of valuable 
advice. 


In the new volume of “The Theological Educator,” Zhe Ritschlian 
Theology and the Evangelical Faith (New York: Thomas Whittaker ; 
$0.75), Professor Orr has given a characteristically lucid criticism of 
the various Ritschlian positions in their relation to evangelical theol- 
ogy. He is not by any means over-friendly to the newer thought, but 
holds himself severely to as impartial a view as possible. While at 
times it may be he hardly gives the school the credit for all that it is 
worth, it must be said that there is no other presentation of the matter 
in English so well done or readable. 
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In the Personal Friendships of Jesus Dr. J. R. Miller (New York : 
Crowell & Co.; $1) has given a series of studies along lines well 
indicated by the title of the volume. The work has the general char- 
acter possessed by other works of Dr. Miller, and is marked by deep 
sympathy with the thought and life of Jesus. While not especially 
scholarly, it is destined to be of service as homiletic reading. 


WE have received from John D. Wattles & Co. 4 Chart of Christ’s Jour- 
neying, prepared by C. E. Arnold. It is based upon Professor Riddle’s 
outline, Harmony of the Gospels. It is arranged in three main col- 
umns. In the middle is a description of events happening during a 
given period, on the right of which are the special references, and on 
the left four maps in which are indicated the journeyings of Jesus dur- 
ing each of the four periods of his life. This volume may be of some 
value, but the maps are thoroughly incorrect in places, not only in that 
they take Jesus to such places as the cities of Tyre and Sidon, but also 
in that they entirely neglect the roads and paths over which Jesus 
went. 


THE first volurne in the New Testament series of “The Modern 
Reader’s Bible” by Professor Moulton (Macmillan Co.; $0.50) con- 
tains Matthew, Mark, and the general epistles. In the arrange- 
ment of the epistles it is hardly possible for Professor Moulton 
to do more than to reparagraph, and to print the quotations in italics, 
although in the case of the epistle of James, which he treats as a form 
of wisdom literature, he is able to give its contents something of the 
form with which he has familiarized us in his treatment of the Old 
Testament. His method is also especially adapted to those portions of 
Matthew which deal with the teachings of Jesus. Here his arrange- 
ment is sometimes very suggestive, although it might have been well 
to have set forth more explicitly the occasional strophaic form of 
Jesus’ thought. 


THE latest volume of “ The International Theological Library” is 
that. of Professor A. V. G. Allen, Christian Institutions (New York: 
Charles Scribner & Sons; $2.50, ze¢). Were it not that this volume 
treats of matters which are largely outside of the province of the Bis- 
LICAL WORLD, it would deserve the most careful review. It is written 
with characteristic literary finish, and contains many sections well 
worth quoting simply for their literary excellence. It has in addition 
a scholarly chapter on presbyters, bishops, and deacons, and another 
upon the apostles, prophets, and teachers. Perhaps the most valuable 
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portion of the book, if it were possible to distinguish between the 
material, all of which is valuable, would be Book [II, upon “ Christian 


Worship.” 


It is worth noticing, also, that the volume is written with 


a constant thought of the relation of the early Christian institutions 
and thought to modern life and theology. 
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